
‘Character Description’ through ‘things they carry’ (TUTOR TO READ)
The bag was handed in at two-thirty on a rainy Friday evening to a weary looking police officer, who tossed it aside absent mindedly and took down the details of where it was found and who found it.  It broke the monotony of doing desk duty that week.  After the do-gooder left, Inspector Spacey made yet another cup of tea, and settled down to another hour of boredom.  After twisting the rubber end of a pencil for ten minutes and contemplating his wife’s current lack of interest, his eyes met the abandoned blue rucksack with its odor of stale cigarettes.  Spacey unzipped the bag and opened his notebook ready to list the contents.  Firstly he removed a large A4 sketchbook containing drawings which resembled cupboards and tables; notes were scribbled and technical.  He reached in again and pulled out a large mobile phone, probably the first kind ever sold.  Next was a rather dirty wallet with Velcro fastening.  It had some sort of ethnic design and inside was a five pound note and £3.82 in change.  There were lots of store cards in the wallet, including a photocopying card from Warwickshire College, and a Respect membership card.  Spacey wondered what Respect was as he reached once more into unknown depths.  He found two books, one printed in the 19th Century called ‘Anti-slavery Papers’ and the other was a newer volume on John Lilburne.  On closer inspection, Spacey discovered that Lilburne was some kind of revolutionary in the 17th Century.  Next he found a set of keys attached to a pen knife and USB stick.  Someone must be frantically looking for this bag, he thought to himself.   He then discovered a notebook with a ‘To Do’ list which read: Post office cheque, job centre, call cabinet makers, pay BT, card for mum.  At the bottom of the bag were packets of tablets: ‘Tramodol Hydrochloryde’, ‘Paracetamol’, ‘Serotide’, ‘Diclofenac’ and ‘MST Morphine Sulphate’.  There was also a Ventolin canister.  Spacey wondered if the owner was able to stand up straight.  After exhausting the inner contents of the bag, he focused on the front pocket.  This contained some Golden Virginia tobacco and a red plastic lighter, a broken pencil, a packet of screws and a tattered photo of an aging blond.  He was amused by a broken pair of 1970’s sunglasses.  Spacey put them on and sat back in his chair, feet on desk, arms behind back, dreaming about the type of person who carried around such a curious mishmash of items.  
Ten minutes later the door flew open.  In swept a tall man with a stoop.  Spacey lunged forward quickly removing his feet from the desk.  

‘Ah!  I see you’ve found my rucksack!’ the man said, leaning over the desk towards the inspector.  
After going through the normal procedures and finding the man rather pleasant and polite, Spacey handed over the rucksack.  As he walked towards the door, the man turned round and looked at Spacey.  After a lingering silence he asked for his sunglasses back.
QUESTION TO STUDENTS: try and describe the owner of the rucksack.  Think about what his profession may be, age, personality, interests, other.
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