Judaism Element 1. Book Review 25% 

Provide a summary of your allocated text which provides a CARS check on the author (200 words),  the strengths and weakness of the text for fellow students (400 words) and your summary of an interesting section on an aspect of Jewish religious thought or Jewish religious practice (200 words). 

CARS check: (200 words) use this link http://lrs.ed.uiuc.edu/students/tbarcalow/490NET/Evaluation.htm
to see what is required, and start to find out about the author of the book you are using for the Book Review.

Credibility: Who is the author, what are their credentials? For this task you are interested in

· Emic (insider) or etic (outside)

· Relevant academic qualifications and experiences

· Evidence of relevant publications

· Peer standing/ evaluation

Accuracy: 

· currency of date of publication

· does the text present the varieties of Judaism

· does the text aim to present Judaism objectively

Reasonableness:

· is the presentation fair and objective

Support: 

· is support provided for information

· are sources cited appropriate

Exercise 1. Evaluate these CARS checks- how well do they achieve the above?

	Extract 1.
	Extract 2.

	
	


Extract 1. 

Epstein, I. (1990) Judaism: A Historical Presentation. Harmondsworth: Penguin.

Isidore Epstein is listed under 'Orthodox Rabbis: 20th Century' in the list of rabbis on the website published by Aharon’s Jewish Books and Judaica (undated). A more fruitful source of information is the Encyclopedia Judaica (1971), where there is a brief biography of Epstein, Isidore (1894-1962). Originally from Lithuania, Epstein came to England in 1911 and from 1921-1928 was a rabbi in Middlesborough. In 1928 he began teaching at Jews College, London, where he later became Principal. He published many well-respected works on aspects of Judaism, including the book here under review. His major achievement is considered to be supervising and editing the 35 volumes of the English translation of the Babylonian Talmud, from 1935 to 1952. 

From the above it is evident that Epstein is a credible and accurate source of information on the history of Judaism up to 1959 when this book was published. The historical facts up to this date may be cross-checked with texts by other authors, many of which he cites in his bibliography. His work is supported by footnotes and an extensive bibliography of his sources and other relevant academic texts. He interprets the role of historical events in the development of Judaism as a religion and a way of life, from an openly declared traditionalist viewpoint; within this context his account is moderate and consistent. He makes it clear that this is a personal point of view based on traditional sources, and his bibliography cites works of authors whose ideas may differ from his. 
Extract 2.

Blech, B. (1999.) The Complete Idiot's Guide To Understanding Judaism. New York: Alpha Books.

The author of The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Judaism (Blech, 1999) is Rabbi Benjamin Blech. Blech is a highly acclaimed Jewish scholar and is the 'author of eleven highly acclaimed and best selling books”, (Rabbinical Council of America, 2009), with Understanding Judaism (1991) probably being the most well known of all, but also his Idiot’s Guide book is highly commended; having been translated into other languages and has been used around the world as an aid in introductory courses to Judaism. The positions Blech holds and has previously held in the Jewish world are numerous. He has served as an associate professor since 1966 at Yeshiva University and has lectured widely, whilst being active on various different councils within his field. In addition to this he was recently voted as the sixteenth most influential Jew in America. Blech has often appeared on television programs, including the Oprah Winfrey Show. He has written for a number of newspapers in the United States of America and has contributed to many scholarly journals. (Rabbinical Council of America, 2009)

Rabbi Blech has an abundance of prerequisites that obviously qualify him to write this book. Merely by holding the official title of rabbi gives Blech a greater authority in writing such a book as it is testament to the training he has undergone to achieve such status. As an insider source, he is also well recognised as a scholar by both internal and external authorities on matters regarding Jewish faith and practice. His knowledge of the relevant issues are backed up by an obvious wealth of experience within the field. All this brought together makes it highly likely that the information Blech provides in this text is both valid and without error.     
