CHARACTERS – everything depends on them 
A good writer must think about three things: writing, character and the reader.

The most important part of a story is the CHARACTERS.  

· Yes a plot is important, but it is how your CHARACTER reacts to situations that will make a story shine.  

· Yes setting is important, but it is how your CHARACTER interrelates with a location that will make a story seem realistic.  

· Yes writing style is important, but a CHARACTER’S ‘realistic’ voice is determined by your choice of viewpoint: 1st, 2nd or 3rd person perspective. 

Character personalities in different genres (ref: Write Great Fiction: Characters, Emotion and Viewpoint by Nancy Kress):

Romances

· Attractive

· Sexy

· Solvent
· Sweet

· Smart

· Moral

· Single

· Lovable

· Must be interested in something other than love

Mysteries

· Eccentricity

· Curiosity

· Independence/self-reliant

· Convincing motivation to solve mystery

Thrillers

· ‘Never give up’ attitude

· Loner

· Emotionally controlled/not really sociable or garrulous

· Resourceful

· Has principles

Science Fiction and Fantasy
· Must be a fully ‘visualised’ character – clearly described.  Must SHOW actions/reactions clearly.  Behaviour is important.

· Must be consistent in behaviour.  Magic must be well thought out.

· Make aliens credible.  Be cautious if using an alien as your protagonist – you must make them appear ‘human’ for readers to relate to them.

EXERCISE:

An alien arrives in Britain.  He/she is deposited on Brighton beach in the middle of the night.  Describe surroundings and their feelings in a short paragraph.  You must look through the eyes of an alien.  Note: Are there feelings that can be associated with a human? Is there something quirky they can do to make them appear alien to an inquisitive passer by?

