Seminar 2-11: Astrology’s Contested Role

Seminar Aims
Astrology was a pseudo-science, regular under suspicion from the faculties in universities and criticised for offering a potentially heretical encroachment upon God’s sovereign power by clerics and theologians. It also tended to become somewhat politicised. This had already occurred under Henry VIII (where ordinances were passed against astrologers who predicted the death of the king). It became even more so in the English Civil War, with contesting royalist and parliamentary astrologers working against one another, to the detriment of the whole subject. Our texts are situated, then, at a crucial period at the end of the Interregnum, where criticism of the subject was most vocal. 

We shall all look at the following texts;

Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (1971), ch. 11 (‘Astrology: its social and intellectual role’).
William Lilly, A peculiar prognostication astrologically predicted according to art: VVhether, or no, His Majestie shall suffer death this present yeere 1649 – available for download from EEBO or from here
John Gadbury, Pseudo-astrologos, or, The spurious prognosticator unmasked. Being a short examen of the the manifold errors and fallacies, falshoods and flatteries, published by Mr. W. Lilly in his Merlin 1659. Wherein his ignorance in astrology is explained and exploded… (1659) – available for download from EEBO or from here.
Judicial astrologers totally routed, and their pretence to Scripture, reason & experience, briefly, yet clearly and fully ansvvered or a brief discourse, wherein is clearly manifested… (1659) – available for download from EEBO or from here.
George Atwell, An apology or, defence of the divine art of natural astrologie. Being an answer to a sermon preached in Cambridge, July 25, 1652… (1660), preface and pp. 1-9 only – selection available for download from EEBO or from here. 

Questions:
1) What was the impact of astrology become ‘politicised’ in the English civil war?
2) What did critics of astrology allege was wrong with it?
3) Does the secondary literature suggest that ‘the scientific movement’ compromised astrology in the second half of the seventeenth century?

Further Reading:
I am aware that you are working on your final drafts of your dissertations by now. So I am not suggesting large amounts of further reading. If you want to find out more about William Lilly, see:

A. Geneva, Astrology and the Seventeenth-Century Mind: William Lilly and the Language of the Stars (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1995).
There is also a useful Wikipedia article on him.

