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  Open Translation teaching resources


Subtitles/captions for accessibility
Aim: 
The aim of this activity is to gain an insight into the use of subtitles for promoting accessibility.
This activity can be done in face-to-face settings, or on the VLE, using the forum.
This activity can also be used in self-study.

Activity 1: 

In this activity, we look in more detail at subtitles themselves and in what way they can improve accessibility (or not).
Watch the following clip without subtitles and sound.

http://www.amara.org/en/videos/JGhcPvb8CPov/info/natural-sculptures-learning-spanish-through-art-58/
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	To turn the subtitles off, click on “Select language” and select the “Subtitles off” option


What do you think the video was about?

Now watch the clip with subtitles.
1. What have the subtitles added to your understanding of the visual?

2. How has it changed your understanding of the role of subtitles in promoting accessibility?

3. Precisely, what (linguistic) aspects helped with the understanding? Give examples.
Activity 2:

Now read the subtitles of another clip without watching the images:
	1

2
	00:00:00,094 --> 00:00:04,462

00:00:04,601 --> 00:00:09,744
	In our house we work together

My husband and I. Alberto is the name of my husband.

	3
	00:00:09,744 --> 00:00:12,304
	He is a stage designer and producer.

	4
	00:00:12,304 --> 00:00:14,945
	He was my sculpture tutor,

	5
	00:00:14,945 --> 00:00:18,626
	so my vocation grew

	6
	00:00:18,626 --> 00:00:25,463
	when I got to know and became closer to him.

	7
	00:00:25,463 --> 00:00:28,816
	I have here, a little easel

	8
	00:00:28,816 --> 00:00:31,039
	that has an hydraulic motor underneath it

	9
	00:00:31,039 --> 00:00:33,093
	which I use to raise and lower the weight.

	10
	00:00:33,093 --> 00:00:35,800
	this is the first step

	11
	00:00:35,800 --> 00:00:38,708
	and from there I will sit in front of the easel

	12
	00:00:38,708 --> 00:00:47,107
	and this block of stone.

	13
	00:00:47,107 --> 00:00:52,661
	The second stage is to begin to get rid of the stone that I know that I am not going to use.

	14
	00:00:52,661 --> 00:00:55,660
	This is done with a hammer and a chisel

	15
	00:00:55,660 --> 00:00:59,974
	once all of the excess stone has been removed

	16
	00:00:59,974 --> 00:01:02,977
	I switch to another tool, called a toothed stone chisel

	17
	00:01:02,977 --> 00:01:07,810
	which sort of wears down the stone with a rustic effect

	18
	00:01:07,810 --> 00:01:10,690
	leaving it with little stripes

	19
	00:01:10,690 --> 00:01:15,360
	as if someone passed a fork over some dough

	20
	00:01:15,360 --> 00:01:19,376
	The third stage of with the tools is the chisel

	21
	00:01:19,376 --> 00:01:28,842
	And as it slides over, that is when it starts to model and give form to the sculpture.

	22
	00:01:28,842 --> 00:01:32,746
	I believe that obviously, it is true that, as they say, the the stone transmits its energy to you.

	23
	00:01:32,746 --> 00:01:48,464
	Because, even when you get tired, it keeps on and continues making you want to keep working.

	24
	00:01:48,464 --> 00:01:50,770
	Well, in the case of this alabaster

	25
	00:01:50,770 --> 00:01:56,075
	as the stone was, it suggested to me because of its triangular shape,

	26
	00:01:56,075 --> 00:02:01,027
	a type of lion mask.

	27
	00:02:01,027 --> 00:02:04,583
	later it will have a part that is a plume

	28
	00:02:04,583 --> 00:02:12,720
	a wave of hair, or lion's mane,

	29
	00:02:12,720 --> 00:02:16,561
	Michael Angelo said something that was very true:

	30
	00:02:16,561 --> 00:02:21,259
	He said that when he started with a piece of stone he didn't think what it was going to be...

	31
	00:02:22,002 --> 00:02:30,935
	rather, that the figure was inside and that the only thing that he did was to was to remove the excess stone.


1. What do you expect the accompanying images to be?

2. Why did you come to this decision?

Now watch the video, available here:  http://www.amara.org/en/videos/0HjrWq5OUd05/info/sculpting-with-alabaster-learning-spanish-through-art-78/
3. What aspects helped with the understanding?
4. Can subtitles be considered as standalone texts? Explain your reasons.
Teachers’ notes: 

In a face-to-face setting, students can work in pairs or small groups.

On a VLE, they can be asked to follow the steps and post their reflections. Ask them also to reply to a message posted by another student agreeing or disagreeing with their view, and saying why they agree or disagree.
More information on subtitling can be found in NPTL: module 10 lecture 37: http://nptel.iitm.ac.in/courses/109104050/37
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