ENM4120: “Fiction and Postmodernity”

1. What is “Postmodernism”?

From any reading you have done, or courses you have taken, try to come up with two or three main points about postmodernism:
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2. What is “Metafiction”?

Work in small groups (2-3) and try to summarise the main arguments of each critical article (by Currie, Hutcheon, and Waugh). Assuming you have highlighted those elements of the article that seem important, use these to write down what you think are the two or three main points of each article:
	
	Currie
	Hutcheon
	Waugh
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Having done that, in your group write down one sentence for each article that you think summarises its main points:
Currie, from Metafiction

Hutcheon, from The Politics of Postmodernism
Waugh, from Metafiction

3. Reading “Metafiction”
Look at John Barth’s “I’ve Been Told: A Story’s Story,” from Where Three Roads Meet. Think about the following questions:
1. What is the story about? How is it written? Do you have any difficulties with the story?
2. Which seems more interesting, the story (its “plot”) or the form of the story (its structure)?
3. What elements of metafiction do you see in the story based on the definitions we have discussed?
4. To what extent does “I’ve Been Told” help you understand writing and/or metafictional writing?
4. Understanding “Metafiction” in ENM4120
Write down some of the binary oppositions (words that mean “opposite” things, such as “good/evil” or “black/white”) that each of the critical articles uses to help define “metafiction”:

	Currie
	Hutcheon
	Waugh

	
	
	


What relevance do you think the concept of metafiction and/or metafictional writing has on the following issues:

Postmodern Spaces (how we understand our place in the world)

Postmodernist Histories (how we write about and understand history)
Rewriting Fictions (how altering and re-writing stories enables us to understand them better)

Race and Postmodernism (how we think about race and nationality through fiction)
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