2.4.
Why did angels ‘survive’ the protestant reformation?
2.4.1  After our seminar on this subject, you will not be surprised to learn that Peter Marshall and Alexandra Walsham (eds), Angels in the Early Modern World (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 2006) has to be an essential starting point for this essay.  Darren Oldridge, Strange Histories: The Trial of the Pig, the Walking Dead, and Other Matters of Fact from the Medieval and Renaissance Worlds (London: Routledge, 2005), ch. 2 adds something. S. G. F. Brandon, ‘Angels: the history of an idea’, History Today 13 (Oct. 1963) provides a general overview; Enid Gauldie, ‘Flights of Angels’, History Today, 42 (December 1992) looks at a particular aspect of the subject.

2.4.2  Thereafter, it is a matter of ‘deepening’ and ‘widening’ the attack on the subject.  Bruce Gordon, 'Malevolent Ghosts and Ministering Angels: Apparitions and Pastoral Care in the Swiss Reformation', in The Place of the Dead. Death and Remembrance in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe, ed. by Bruce Gordon (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), pp. 87-109 gives one answer to the question (because ghosts survived the reformation).  We do not have a copy of David Keck, Angels and Angelology in the Middle Ages (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 1998) in our library but you can see from the review by Stephen Chase in The Journal of Religion, Vol. 80, No. 1 (Jan., 2000), pp. 138-139 [available online through JSTOR] that one can deduce from it that one answer to the question might be because it was too deep-rooted a belief among intellectuals in the Middle Ages.  C. A. Patrides, ‘Renaissance thought on the celestial hierarchy: the decline of a tradition’, Journal of the History of Ideas 20 (1959),115-166 argued for a rapid ‘waning’ of that belief in the Renaissance but Feisal G. Mohamed, 'Renaissance Thought on the Celestial Hierarchy: The Decline of a Tradition?' Journal of the History of Ideas, 65 (2004), 559-82 suggests very differently.  The older work by Robert West, Milton and the Angels (Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1955) tends to reinforce his view.

2.4.3  There are a variety of places to go to reinforce your essay. You may not need them.  They tend to pick up on particular angelic experiences or voices as recounted by particular individuals.  Dee is a particular individual in almost every sense.  D. Harkness, ‘Shows in the showstone: a theater of alchemy and apocalypse in the angel conversations of John Dee (1527-1608/9)’, Renaissance Quarterly, 49 (1996), 707-737; cf also his John Dee’s Conversations with Angels: Cabala, Alchemy, and the End of Nature (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 1999); W. Schumaker, ‘John Dee’s conversations with angels’ delves esoterically into the same material in his Renaissance Curiosa (1982), 15-52.  Changing the focus, and moving later, Egil Asprem, ‘False, Lying Spirits and Angels of Light: Ambiguous Mediation in Dr Rudd’s Seventeenth-Century Treatise on Angel Magic’, Magic, Ritual and Witchcraft, 3 (2008) is not available from Sheffield but you might try a ‘free trial’ through High Beam [http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-178992580.html].  I haven’t read it myself.
_____________
