2.10.
What can we learn from witchcraft cases about elite and popular conceptions of the power of the devil?
2.10.1  The starting points for this essay are the same as those for 2.9 – see the works listed under 2.9.1.  To these, however, you could add (but it is only on order for the Main Library) Darren Oldridge, The Devil in Early Modern England (Gloucester: Alan Sutton, 2000); and Nathan Johnstone, The Devil and Demonism in Early Modern England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006).

2.10.2  The evidence for the elite conceptions of the power of the devil is, of course, furnished extensively in the writings of the ‘demonologists’.  Now is the chance to sample them directly, using the chapter-headings or indexes to lead you to the passages which define diabolic power.  The choice includes: Nicolas Remy, Demonolatry. edited by Montague Summers (London: Muller, 1970); King James I of England, Demonology (San Diego: The Book Tree, 2002); Randy A. Scott, and Jonathan Pearl, eds., Jean Bodin.  On the Demon-Mania of Witches, Renaissance Texts in Translation (Toronto: Centre for Renaissance and Reformation Studies, 1995) – copy on order for the WBL.  The demonologists were trying to be objective, and even ‘rational’ in evaluating the evidence; see P. G. Maxwell Stuart, 'Rational Superstition: The Writings of Protestant Demonologists', in Religion and Superstition in Reformation Europe, ed. by Helen Parish and W.G.Naphy (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2002), pp. 170-87; Stuart Clark, Thinking with Demons: The Idea of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe (Oxford, 1997).
2.10.3  The evidence of ‘popular conceptions’ of the power of the devil is much more difficult to assemble (and be sure that it has not been inflected by elite concerns).  Darren Oldridge, 'Protestant Conceptions of the Devil in Early Stuart England', History, 85 (2000), 232-46 tries to put some of it together; H. C. Erik Midelfort, ‘The Devil and the German People: Reflections on the Popularity of Demon Possession in Sixteenth Century Germany’, in B. Levack (ed.), Articles on Witchcraft, Magic and Demonology (1992), vol. 9 tackles the issue in the related area of diabolic possession.  That piece can usefully be read alongside Nathan Johnstone, ‘The Protestant Devil: The Experience of Temptation in Early Modern England’, Journal of British Studies, 43 (2004), 177-205.  Malcolm Gaskill, 'The Devil in the Shape of a Man: Witchcraft, Conflict and Belief in Jacobean England', Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, 71 (1998), 142-71 provides some very useful additional material.  

2.10.4  Another way of tackling the question is, of course, through the evidence of the witch-trials themselves.  We have already looked in seminars at some of the reading here and it will be familiar to you.  Robert Poole, ed., The Lancashire Witches: Histories and Stories (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2002); Alan Macfarlane, ed., Witchcraft in Tudor and Stuart England. 2nd edn (London: Routledge, 1999); J. A. Sharpe, 'The Devil in East Anglia: The Matthew Hopkins Trials Reconsidered', in Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe: Studies in Culture and Belief, ed. by Jonathan Barry and et al (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 237-56; Christine. Larner, Enemies of God: The Witchhunt in Scotland (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1981); Robin Briggs, Witches and Neighbours (London: Fontana, 1996); Robin Briggs, Witches in Lorraine (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) are among the studies upon which you can draw.
2.10.5  Finally, you might like to argue that elite and popular conceptions were none too distinct, thanks to the cultural commonwealth, in printed and other media, in which the devil was so commonly presented as to become a stereotype from which it was difficult to dissent.  John D Cox, The Devil and the Sacred in English Drama 1350-1642 (Cambridge, Cambridge U.P., 2000) is useful here.  
________________
