2.18.
Why did atheism appear to be a more serious threat  to ordered society than demonic power in the later seventeenth century?

2.18.1
Introductory Reading
There is some introductory material on this subject in Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1971), 198-206.  Michael Hunter, 'The Problem of Atheism in Early-Modern England', Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 35 (1986), 135-57 explains and examines the issue in precisely the way that is helpful for this essay.  Michael Hunter, and David Wootton, eds., Atheism from the Reformation to the Enlightenment (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1992) has some useful essays in it; Michael Hunter, 'Science and Heterodoxy: An Early Modern Problem Re-Considered', in Reappraisals of the Scientific Revolution, ed. by D.C. Lindberg and R.S. Westman, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 437-460 examines why the ‘new science’ appeared to raise the spectre of atheism

2.18.2
Further Studies on the relationship between the new science and atheism

R.S. Westfall, Science and Religion in Seventeenth-Century England (New Haven: Yale U.P., 1958) examines a relationship in which ‘atheism’ became part of an uneasy rhetoric of suspicion between one and another.  That uneasiness preceded, however, the arrival of Cartesianism – see Paul H. Kocher, Science and Religion in Elizabethan England (New York: Octagon, 1969).  Undoubtedly, however, Cartesianism made things worse; and so, too, did atomism; J.J. MacIntosh, 'Boyle on Epicurean Atheism and Atomism', in Atoms, Pneuma and Tranquillity: Epicurean and Stoic Themes in European Thought, ed. by Margaret J. Osler (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 197-219; John Henry, 'Atomism and Eschatology: Catholicism and Natural Philosophy in the Interregnum', British Journal for the History of Science, 15 (1982), 211-39; Robert Kargon, H., Atomism in England from Hariot to Newton (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 1966).

2.18.3
The Decline of Magic and the Rise of Atheism

J. Redwood, Reason, Ridicule and Religion: The Age of Enlightenment in England, 1660-1750 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1976) gets some of the issues that the decline of magic raised firmly in focus.  The literature around Joseph Glanvil raises all of them in a more specific context.  See the following:- Thomas Jobe, 'The Devil in Restoration Science: The Glanvill-Webster Witchcraft Debate', Isis, 72 (1981), 242-56; Robert M. Burns, The Great Debate on Miracles: From Joseph Glanvill to David Hume (Lewisburg: Bucknell University Press, 1981); Jacqueline Broad, 'Margaret Cavendish and Joseph Glanvill: Science, Religion, and Witchcraft', Studies in History and Philosophy of Science, 38 (2007), 493-505.
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