HST3103/4 – WEEK 3, SEMINAR 5: Late Medieval Christianity and the End of Purgatory
Core Reading: A selection of Medieval Wills from the Somerset and Lancashire and Cheshire Record Societies
Further Reading: 
Peter Marshall, Beliefs and the Dead in Reformation England. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), chapter 1, pp. 6-46

Clive Burgess, ‘Longing to be prayed for’: death and commemoration in an English parish in the later Middle Ages’ in The Place of the Dead; Death and Remembrance in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe, eds. Bruce Gordon and Peter Marshall (Cambridge, 2000), pp. 44-65

Clive Burgess,  ‘ “A fond thing vainly invented”: an essay on Purgatory and pious motive in later medieval England’ in Parish, church and people: local studies in lay religion, 1350-1750, ed. S. J. Wright (1988), pp. 56-84. 

Philip Joseph Morgan, ‘Of worms and war: 1380-1558’ in Death in England : an illustrated history, eds. Peter C. Jupp and Clare Gittings (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1999), pp. 119-146. 
Nancy Caciola, ‘Wraiths, Revenants and Ritual in Medieval Culture’, Past and Present, vol. 152 (August, 1996), pp. 3-45

R. C. Finucane, ‘Sacred Corpse, Profane Carrion: Social Ideals and Death Rituals in the later Middle Ages’ in Mirrors of Mortality; Studies in the Social History Death, ed. Joachim Whaley (London, 1981), pp. 40-60
Seminar aims:

In this seminar we will be examining understandings of late Medieval Christianity and approaches to death. We will discuss life, death and the afterlife through an examination of Medieval Wills, considering wills as a functional insurance policy for the afterlife, and discussing the practice of chantries for the dead. We will also look at funerary monuments and commemorative brass as rituals of death that involved the living as much as the dead. In the second part of the seminar, we will be considering the visual representation of death in ‘The Dance of Death/ Danse Macabre’. There is mention of this in some of the reading, but please also do you your own research on this phenomenon in late medieval Christianity. 
In this seminar, we will also spend some of the last hour discussing Dissertation subjects so bring any of your ideas along with you.

