HST3103/4 – WEEK 6, SEMINAR 10: Angels and Spiritual Presences
Seminar Aims:
Protestants had a problem with angels.  The supernatural claims of the traditional church - the papacy, purgatory, the mass - were (they knew) wrong, devilish and unscriptural.  But angels had impeccable Biblical credentials.  So they had to develop a distinctive protestant angelology, which provided (as Marshall puts it) ‘space for remarkably old-fashioned attitudes to survive and mutate within the protestant world’.  Our aim in this seminar is to explore this process, and to consider what its implications are for the survival of beliefs in other supernatural forces working in the world.

Questions/Themes to Consider:

How did angels manage to ‘survive’ the Reformation?

Why was protestant England so ambivalent towards angels?

Were angels a ‘constant doorway for the entry of unorthodox beliefs’ in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries?

How did you know a good angel from a bad one?

If there were good and bad angels, why not witches?

Primary Texts:

Selections from Martin Luther, A frutfull sermon of the moost euangelicall wryter M. Luther, made of the angelles vpo[n] the. xviii. chapi. of Mathew translated out of laten in to Englyshe (London, 1548)

Urbanus Regius, An homelye or sermon of good and euill angels: preached by the Reuerend D. Vrbanus Rhegius, pastor and superintendent of Christes Church at Zelle in Saxony. Anno. 1537. Newly translated into English by Ric. Ro. citizen of London. 1583.
Peter Marshall and Alexandra Walsham, ‘Migrations of angels in the early modern world’ in Angels in the Early Modern World (Cambridge, 2006), pp. 1-40.
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Peter Marshall and Alexandra Walsham (eds), Angels in the Early Modern World (2006) - read ONE of the following:- Philip M. Soergel, ‘Luther on the Angels’; Peter Marshall, ‘Angels around the deathbed: variations on a theme in the English art of dying’; Alexandra Walsham, ‘Angels and idols in England’s long Reformation’; Robin Briggs, ‘Dubious messengers: Bodin’s daemon, the spirit world and the Sadduccees’.
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Oldridge, D., Strangehistories : the trial of the pig, the walking dead, and other matters of fact from the medieval and Renaissance worlds(London, 2005), ch. 2.
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