HST3103/4 - Seminar 12:  Apparitions, Erudite Scepticism, and the Republic of Letters: Daniel Defoe and the origins of the Gothic Imagination
Seminar Aims:
This session examines the relationship between the literature on apparitions and the emerging ‘Republic of Letters’.  A full study of the latter would take us well beyond the confines of the course.  But we have to comprehend why, on the one hand, the Enlightenment was committed to ‘Reason’ and, on the other, why the vehicles that created the Enlightenment (literary salons; literary gazettes; journalists, etc) had interests in preserving an interest in popularising the study of apparitions.  We begin with Thomas Hobbes, who ended his great text on political thought with a very naughty passage indeed about the Pope being the head of the ‘Kingdom of Fairies’.  Like everything in that work, it made him lots of enemies.  But being controversial was part and parcel, perhaps, of the emerging Republic of Letters.  And Hobbes was not unhappy to be seen as a very materialist philosopher.  Daniel Defoe, a generation later, is a fascinating figure, whose complex life and career spans almost every facet of early eighteenth-century journalism (defined as making a living from one’s pen). This seminar focuses on one of his most popular pamphlets; and his later ‘natural history’ of apparitions.  Unlike Hobbes, he did not make fun of apparitions; he made money out of them.

Questions:
1.  What are the characteristics of the early eighteenth-century republic of letters?  Why was the republic engaged by the issue of ‘apparitions’?

2.  What were the literary skills that Daniel Defoe brought to the subject of apparitions?

3.  How did the interest in apparitions affect the later growth of a ‘Gothic literary imagination’?

Primary Texts: 
Extracts from: Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (1651)

Daniel Defoe, A True Relation of the Apparition of One Mrs Veal (1706)

Extracts from: Daniel Defoe, A History and Reality of Apparitions (1727)
Secondary Reading:
For a brief conspectus of the life of Daniel Defoe, any of the following:-

Brief, popular, literary life survey: http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/defoe.htm
John Richetti, Daniel Defoe (Boston: Twaine, 1987).

Rodney M. Baine, 'Daniel Defoe And "The History and Reality of Apparitions"', Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, 106 (1962), 335-47 [available online through JSTOR].

Anne Goldgar, Impolite Learning.  Conduct and Community in the Republic of Letters, 1680-1750 (New Haven and London: Yale U.P., 1995).

E.J. Clery, and Robert Miles, eds., Gothic Documents: A Sourcebook, 1700-1820 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2000), section 1 [available online through GoogleBooks]

C.H. Firth, 'Defoe's True Relation of the Apparition of Mrs Veal', The Review of English Studies, 7 (1931), 1-6 [available online through JSTOR].

J. Redwood, Reason, Ridicule and Religion: The Age of Enlightenment in England, 1660-1750 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1976).

E.J. Clery, The Rise of Supernatural Fiction, 1762-1800 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

