HST3103/4 – Seminar 15: Continental Comparisons: Witchcraft in Lorraine and Bavaria
Seminar Aims:
There is a strong historiographical tradition, sustained by the insularity of English historians, that English witchcraft and accusation were ‘somehow distinctive from the continental equivalents of these phenomena’.  There may be some distinctive elements; there was little by way of the sabbat, nigh-flying, or of sexual intercourse with incubi or succubi in English witchcraft accusations.  But it is now evident that the English experience was a variation on themes that were prominent within Europe.  We have already seen that English demonologists (and anti-demonologists like Reginald Scot) were familiar with the works of continental demonologists.  Indeed, there is a case for saying that the German mass-trials of the early seventeenth century (of the kind analysed by Wolfgang Behringer) were more atypical of the European experience than the English case.  That is why, in this seminar, we shall concentrate on the case of the duchy of Lorraine, where we have some exceptionally rich sources.
Questions to consider:
1.  What can we learn about the ‘local’ problems that gave rise to prosecutions for witchcraft in the duchy of Lorraine?

2. ‘Are there any signs of the following in the cases that we study:  witch-finders; witch-cures; the devil’s mark; succubi; incubi?

3. What can we deduce from the trial evidence about the gendering of witchcraft prosecutions, and why it occurred?

4.  What can we deduce from the Lorraine and the Bavarian evidence about the role of 
the state?

Primary Texts:
Selections of witchcraft depositions from the duchy of Lorraine:
These have been provided by Robin Briggs as a document resource to complement his book on The Witches of Lorraine.  They are available from the following site: http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/staff/robinbriggs/
We acknowledge here our gratefulness to the author for having made these materials available for our, and other’s use. 
The site also contains two useful maps. 
Nicolas Remy, Demonolatry. Edited by Montague Summers (London: Muller, 1970) -  the extensive account of witchcraft in the duchy of Lorraine by the ducal advocate.
Secondary Reading:
You should choose TWO further witchcraft trials from the c.400 trial records which are summarised on the site and bring those to the seminar.
Robin Briggs, 'Witchcraft and Popular Mentality in Lorraine, 1580-1630', in Occult and Scientific Mentalities in the Renaissance, ed. by Brian Vickers (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984), pp. 337-50 (available online through Google Books).
Robin Briggs, Communities of Belief: Cultural and Social Tensions in Early Modern France (Clarendon: Oxford University Press, 1989).
Robin Briggs, Witches and Neighbors: The Social and Cultural Context of European Witchcraft (London: Harper Collins, 1996).
Robin Briggs, 'Many Reasons Why: Witchcraft and the Problem of Multiple Explanation', in Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe: Studies in Culture and Belief, ed. by Jonathan Barry, Marianne Hester and Gareth Roberts (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 49-63.
Robin Briggs, The Witches of Lorraine (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007).
Richard Golden, 'Notions of Social and Religious Pollution in Nicholas Remy's Demonalatry', in Politics, Ideology, and the Law in Early Modern Europe: Essays in Honor of J.H.M. Salmon, ed. by Adrianna Bakos and J.H.M. Salmon (Rochester, NY: University of Rochester, 1994), pp. 21-33.
Wolfgang Behringer, 'Weather, Hunger and Fear: The Origins of the European Witch Persecutions in Climate, Society, and Mentality', German History, 13 (1995), 1-27.
Wolfgang Behringer, Witchcraft Persecutions in Bavaria: Popular Magic, Religious Zealotry and Reason of State in Early Modern Europe (London: Polity Press, 1998).
