HST3103/4 - Seminar 17: Witchcraft in a Yorkshire Gentry Family
Seminar Aims:
In this seminar we will be considering how witchcraft belief was exploited for various means and what role the belief in and practice of witchcraft played in the local community. We will be considering, in particular, the case of Anne Fairfax, daughter of Edward Fairfax, who’s death was blamed on the witchcraft practices of local women. Through examining Fairfax’s account of this instance of witchcraft, alongside Alexander’s Treatise of Witchcraft, we will discuss the function of witchcraft belief, stories and accusations and how they were deployed in the context of local tensions as well as to explain the inexplicable in daily life.

Questions/ Themes to Consider:
What kind of text is Edward Fairfax’s Daemonologia?

Compare this with Alexander Robert’s text. What further nuances are brought to our understanding of witchcraft, through the reading and comparison of both these texts?

What themes and beliefs characterise Fairfax’s treatise?

What do you think are the beliefs, motives behind and agendas at play in Roberts’ treatise?

Core Texts:
Edward Fairfax’s Daemonologia
Alexander Roberts, A treatise of Witchcraft (1616)

Further Reading:
This work will be particularly helpful in your reading:

Sharpe, J. A., Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century Yorkshire: Accusations and Counter-Measures (York, York University Press, 1992)

Try and focus on instances of Witchcraft in Northern England and anything that may relate to cases of Witchcraft in Yorkshire:

Briggs, R., ‘Women as Victims? Witches, Judges and the Community’, French History, vol. 5 (1991), pp. 438-50.

Clark, S., Thinking with Demons: The Idea of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe, (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1997)

Elmer, P., ‘Towards a Politics of Witchcraft in Early Modern England’ in Languages of Witchcraft: Narrative, Ideology and Meaning in Early Modern Culture, ed. S. Clark (London, MacmillaN, 2001), pp. 101-18.

Gaskill, M., ‘Witchcraft and Power in Early Modern England: The Case of Margaret Moore’ in Women, Crime, and the Courts in Early Modern England, eds. J. Kermode and C. Walker. (Chapel Hill, NC, University of North Carolina Press, 1994), pp. 125-45.

Harley, D., ‘Mental Illness, Magical Medicine and the Devil in Northern England, 1650-1700’ in The Medical Revolution of the Seventeenth Century, eds. R. French and A. Wear (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 114-44

Larner, C., ‘Witch Beliefs and Accusations in England and Scotland’ in Witchcraft and Religion: The Politics of Popular Belief, ed. A. Macfarlane (Oxford, Basil Blackwell, 1984), pp. 69-78

MacDonald, M., ed., Witchcraft and Hysteria in Elizabethan England (London, Routledge, 1991)

Rushton, P., ‘Crazes and Quarrels: The Character of Witchcraft in the Northeast of England, 1649-80’, Bulletin of the Durham County Local History Society, vol. 31 (1983), pp. 2-40

Sharpe, J. A., ‘Witchcraft and Women in Seventeenth-Century England: Some Northern Evidence’, Continuity and Change, vol. 6 (1991), pp. 179-99

Sharpe, J. A., Instruments of Darkness: Witchcraft in England, 1550-1650 (London, Hamish Hamilton, 1996)

Sharpe, J. A., The Bewitching of Anne Gunter: A Horrible and True Story of Deception, Witchcraft, Murder, and the King of England (New York, Routledge, 2001)

