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Before the Seminar

Seaprate group into two halves and explain that you will email them an extract from a primary source to get them started.  They can, if they want work as a group through the week or simply do the work individually, but I want them to be able to debate their side.

For Astrology – John Webster 

Against Astrology – Seth Ward 

To do this work they must read either core article – 
Curry, Patrick, 'Introduction' in Prophecy and Power: astrology in early modern England, (Cambridge, Polity, 1989), ch. 1, pp. 1-15. [e-offprint]

Or:


Geneva, Ann, 'Epilogue. 'This World's Spent': The Decline of Astrology as a Symbolic Language System' in Astrology and the seventeenth century mind : William Lilly and the language of the stars, (Manchester, Manchester University Press, 1995), ch. 9, pp. 263-85. [e-offprint]
Plus at least one further reading.

Plus we will discuss ‘In our Time’ BBC  radio 4 discussion about Renaissance Magic.

Question: Are magical and ‘superstitiuous’ beliefs neccessarily ‘irrational’, and can they exist in a modern society?

1. The three types of Astrology

· Ask them what is;

· Popular Astrology – general populase interest in predictions of general and specific prophasies to guide them in their lives and into making decisions.  Largely explained in alminacs etc.

· Middling (judicial) astrology – professional form in which more indepth use of astrological formili is used for general and specific horroscopes.  

· High Astrology – philiospohical – larger picture popular with elites such as landowners and government officials.

· Natural astrology - general predictions (society as a whole – politics, religion, agriculture, epedemics etc).  
· Judicial astrology – embrased relatively precise astrally derived predictions or advice, concerned with specific individuals.  Considered more a black art than natural astrology and seaprated into 4 parts: nativities (persons birth), elections (right moment for right action), horay questions (answer any question put to them).

· Keith Thomas – Religion and the Decline of Magic – talks of a decline and death of astrology in terms that it was never a particularly popular activity.  For Thomas judicial astrology covers both that and natural.  Thomas Curry has however suggested that Thomas was incorrect – that astrology did decline but not took a longer time to occur and even then only in its elitist form.

· Low (popular) – survivied.

· Middling (judicial) – marginalised but survived

· High (cosmological-philiosophical) – disappeared

· How do they differ in what was studied?  The type of person who believed in it?

2. Irrational or rational?

· (described partially in Ann Geneva’s article).  First try to get the class to answer the question.  If difficulties draw in the following;

· Describe astrology as part of the world understanding based on christianity and traditions.  Design of life seen as God’s creation.  Thus society saw the world through the lens of Christianity.  They also had less or different understandings of the ways of the world.  Everything from an understanding of gravity to the way the body works.  This allowed for a ‘rational’ belief in what we would consider superstition.  Thus the idea of 4 humours – air, water, earth, fire and medical cures designed for them were based on rational judgements based on their world view.

· Can we call astrology a science or an art?  Remember that it is still practised today.

· Can we really label it as irrational?  

3. Decline of astrology?

· Webster and Ward debate.  Seaprate into two groups.  

· Hand out extended extracts, brief bibliography, and list of terms mentioned in text from the works mentioned in Ann Geneva.  

· Ask them to look at the texts and attempt to answer the following;

· Context these men were writing in.

· What is there point of view?

· How are they defending that viewpoint?

· What do they tell us about the arguments used by the opposing viewpoint?

Then as one group again;

· Ask them what they answered – ask first question, then second etc to both groups.

· Then ask them to answer these;

· What do these quotes tell us about the decline of astrology?

· What are its limitations?  E.g. only two mens point of view, not representative of all people, for specific audience etc.

5. Debate on Astrology

Discussion on For and Against Astrology as an acceptable belief in Early Modern period.  Base this on a list of questions given to the students.  

Once finished ask;

1. Is Early Modern Astrology as black and white as a for/against debate?

2. From the discussion is there a worldview forming here?

3. Overarching question – is magical beliefs necessarily irrational?

4. Can such beliefs exist in modern societies?
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