A Brief Timeline of Twentieth-Century American Society
(those events deemed significant to the texts under consideration)

Use this table to insert any contextual information you feel is relevant to the text being studied. This might include historical events (World War I, etc.), political events (presidential elections or Amendments to the Constitution, etc.), events in an author’s life (marriage, etc.), other books written in America during the same period, or anything else that you feel contributes to your understanding of the text. They might equally be related to the impact that the text had on American society. You might also want to consider why events that you consider important to American culture are not represented in the texts we study. Each week we will update the list after a discussion and/or class presentation, so bring some ideas with you. Towards the end of the semester, I will can collate all these and produce a long timeline that should give you a broad overview of America in the twentieth century.
	1848
	First Women’s Rights Convention (held in Seneca Falls).

	1869
	Wyoming Territory grants women’s vote.

	
	National Woman Suffrage Association formed by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth (sought Constitutional Amendment).

	
	American Woman Suffrage Association formed by Lucy Stone (sought action through state legislature).

	1870
	Amendment XV: Race no bar to vote.

	
	Utah Territory grants women’s vote.

	1872
	Susan B. Anthony led a group of women to vote in Rochester, NY, to test the right of women to the franchise under the terms of the Fourteenth Amendment. She was arrested and tried.

	
	Victoria Woodhall is the first woman to run for President, although she is in prison at the time for sending “obscene literature” (talks about “free love”) through federal mail system.

	1874
	Minor v. Happersett: Supreme Court decides that citizenship does not give women the right to vote.

	1877
	Susan B. Anthony presents women’s enfranchisement petition to Congress, with 10,000 signatures from 26 states.

	1890
	National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) formed from NWSA and AWSA.

	
	Wyoming enters Union (44th state) with suffrage rights in place.

	1892
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper.

	1893
	Lizzie Borden acquitted of killing her parents.

	
	Colorado is the first state to adopt an amendment granting women the right to vote.

	
	Women of New Zealand are enfranchised.

	1896
	Utah admitted to Union (45th state).

	1898
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Women and Economics.

	1902
	Women of Australia are enfranchised.

	1903
	The National Women’s Trade Union League (WTUL) is established to advocate for improved wages and working conditions for women.

	1906
	San Francisco earthquake.

	
	Women of Finland are enfranchised.

	
	Death of Susan B. Anthony.

	1907
	Oklahoma admitted to Union (46th state).

	1909
	First “Model T” Ford produced.

	1910
	Washington grants women’s vote.

	1911
	California grants women’s vote.

	1912
	New Mexico admitted to Union (47th state).

	
	Arizona admitted to Union (48th state).

	
	Oregon, Kansas, and Arizona grant women’s vote.

	1913
	Alaska and Illinois grant women’s vote.

	
	Armory Show in New York, the first major exhibition of modern European art in America (it was ridiculed by popular press).

	1914
	Montana and Nevada grant women’s vote.

	1915
	Women of Denmark are enfranchised.

	1915
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Herland.

	1916
	Montana elects first woman member of Congress.

	
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman, With Her in Ourland.

	1917
	New York grants women’s vote.

	
	United States enters World War I on 2 April.

	1918
	Michigan, South Dakota, and Oklahoma grant women’s vote.

	
	Senate defeats a resolution brought by the House of Representatives in favour of a woman suffrage amendment.

	
	World War I ends 11 November.

	1918-1919
	Global flu pandemic – infected 28% of the American population and killed over half a million Americans.

	1919
	League of Nations founded; although President Woodrow Wilson’s idea, the US never joins.

	
	Amendment XVIII: Prohibition.

	1920
	Amendment XIX: Women granted franchise. [NOTE: This is not universal as black women still did not have full use of their franchise.]

	1920
	F. Scott Fitzgerald, “Bernice Bobs Her Hair,” “The Ice Palace,” “May Day.”

	
	

	1922
	Fitzgerald, “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz.”

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1928
	Women of Britain are enfranchised.

	1928
	Fitzgerald, “The Bowl.”

	1929
	“Black Tuesday” stock market crash 29 October; beginning of the Great Depression.

	1929
	Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms.

	
	

	1930
	

	1932
	Roosevelt promised “a new deal for the American people” 2 July.

	1933
	Amendment XXI: End of Prohibition.

	1935
	Completion of Hoover Dam.

	1935
	William Faulkner, As I Lay Dying.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1940
	

	1941
	Pearl Harbour attacks on 7 December; US enters World War II.

	
	

	
	

	1945
	V-E Day 8 May.

	
	Enola Gay drops first atomic bomb at Hiroshima 6 August; second one dropped on Nagasaki 8 August.

	
	V-J Day 15 August.

	1947
	Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire.

	1947
	Arthur Miller, All My Sons.

	
	

	1950
	

	1951
	Amendment XXII: Presidential term limit.

	1952
	American occupation of Japan ends.

	
	

	1956
	Allen Ginsberg, Howl and Other Poems.

	
	

	
	

	1959
	Alaska admitted to the Union (49th state).

	
	Hawaii admitted to the Union (50th state).

	1960
	

	1962
	Cuban Missile crisis in October; “Hot Line” established between USA and USSR.

	1963
	President John F. Kennedy assassinated in Dallas 22 November.

	1965
	US begins strategic bombing of North Vietnam 5 February.

	
	First ground troops arrive in Vietnam, landing at Danang, 8 March.

	1966
	Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49.

	1968
	My Lai massacre in Vietnam 16 March.

	
	Martin Luther King assassinated 4 April.

	1969
	Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five.

	
	

	1970
	

	1971
	Amendment XXVI: Age of majority set at 18.

	1972
	Pruitt-Igoe housing development in St. Louis demolished 3.32pm 15 July.

	1973
	World Trade Center dedicated.

	1974
	Nixon resigns on national television after the Watergate scandal 8 August.

	
	

	1977
	Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior.

	
	

	
	

	1980
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1990
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	2000
	


Some useful resources you might try looking at (other than books on American history such as Carl Degler’s Out of Our Past) are: the Smithsonian’s American History Timeline, http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/timeline.htm; Women’s Rights American History Timeline, http://www.infoplease.com/spot/womenstimeline1.html; Library of Congress Learning Page, http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/timeline/; Chinese American History Timeline, http://online.sfsu.edu/~ericmar/catimeline.html; African American History Timeline, http://faculty.washington.edu/qtaylor/aa_history_public/aatimeline_1900-2000.htm.
