HST114 Pagans, Christians and Heretics

with Martha Riddiford: Martha Riddiford@Sheffield.ac.uk


Week 8: Crusades

Pope Urban II

In this seminar we will focus on the events surrounding the First Crusade (1095-1099), but will also discuss more general concepts of ‘crusading’ and try and establish how the aims, objectives and nature of crusading evolved. 

Key questions:

1.
What is a ‘Crusade’? (This is a very broad question, so please come prepared to give any thoughts on this subject. In other words – anything goes!).
2.
Why did Urban II call for a crusade to the Holy Land?
3.
Who responded to Urban’s call?

4.
Did the crusade achieve what it set out to?

5.
How was the Holy Land defended after 1099? Did this situation just create more problems?

6.
What influence did the First Crusade have on subsequent expeditions to the Holy Land?

Primary sources:
You will find useful sources in E. Peters, The First Crusade: The Chronicle of Fulcher of Chartres and Other Source Material (Philadelphia, 1997). 
Part of the preparation for this week is to have a look at the five different versions of Urban II’s speech at the Council of Clarmont. Come to the seminar prepared to discuss any differences (or similarities) in the accounts. These can be found on line at:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-5vers.html
Secondary sources:

Angold, M., The Fourth Crusade (Harlow, 2003)
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Queller, D. F., and Madden, T. F., The Fourth Crusade (Philadelphia, 1997)
Riley-Smith, J., ‘The motives of the earliest crusades and the settlement of Latin Palestine, 1095-1100’, English Historical Review 98 (1983), 721-36
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