1.2  What sorts of evidence most impressed judges when they considered the fate those being prosecuted for witchcraft, and why?

1.2.1
The starting-points for this essay are obviously the evidence that we have to hand from the trials themselves.  To understand that, however, means placing the trials in the context of the ways in which the cases were brought, by whom; how they were investigated, and the options that were available to the defence, the significance of the cross-examination of witnesses and the role of torture, etc.  All these issues are discussed at length in the works on witchcraft prosecution, starting with James Sharpe, Instruments of Darkness: Witchcraft in England, 1550-1750 (London: Hamish Hamilton, 1996); Christina Larner, Enemies of God: The Witch Hunt in Scotland (Oxford: Blackwell, 1983); Robin Briggs, Communities of Belief: Cultural and Social Tensions in Early-Modern France (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1995); Robin Briggs, Witches in Lorraine (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005); Robin Briggs, Witches and Neighbours (London: Fontana, 1996).  You will not need to look at all these – a selection will provide you with starting-points for the essay.

1.2.2
You should then proceed directly to your evaluation of the evidence that we have used for the course: the witchcraft trial evidence for Lorraine; that for East Anglia; and that for the Lancashire witches is indicated in the relevant seminars.  You should also take the reading-lists from the seminar sheets as providing you with interpretative frameworks upon which you can build your discussion of the evidence.  If you want to explore other witchcraft trial evidence, here are some additional suggestions: Gilbert Geis, and Ivan Bunn, A Trial of Witches: A Seventeenth-Century Witchcraft Prosecution (London: Routledge, 1997).

1.2.3
The social status of the accused, and also the witnesses, must have played a part in how judges assessed their evidence.  This is doubtless where the sex of the victim was significant, though not always in the ways that we might imagine.  Jim Sharpe, 'Women, Witchcraft, and the Legal Process', in Women, Crime, and the Courts in Early Modern England, ed. by Jennifer Kermode and Carthine Walker (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1994), pp. 106-24; Robin Briggs, 'Women as Victims?  Witches, Judges and the Community', French History, 5 (1991), 438-50; C.A. Holmes, 'Women, Witnesses and Witches', Past and Present, 140 (1993), 45-78.

1.2.4
The question about the reliability of the evidence in question was crucial to the decline of witchcraft prosecutions.  Here there is some useful and relevant secondary reading, which supplements what we have done in seminars: Peter Rushton,  ‘Texts of Authority: Witchcraft Accusations and the Demonstration of Truth in Early Modern England’, in Stuart Clark (ed.), Languages of Witchcraft: Ideology and Meaning in Early Modern Culture (2001), pp.21-39; Malcolm Gaskill, 'Witchcraft and Evidence in Early Modern England', Past and Present, 198 (2008), 33-70; Stuart Clark, 'The Rational Witchfinder: Conscience, Demonological Naturalism, and Popular Superstitions', in Science, Culture, and Popular Belief in Renaissance Europe, ed. by Stephen Pumphrey and et al (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1991), pp. 222-48.
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