2.1.
How did the protestant notion of providence differ from the traditional concept of miracles?
2.1.1  One good place to begin this essay is with Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (1971), ch. 4 (‘Providence’) – although you will also want to index-read for ‘miracles’ to situation the material better for this essay.  Another basic starting-point is evidently Alexandra Walsham, Providence in Early Modern England (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 1999), esp chs. 1-4 (again you will want to ‘situate’ the issue of miracles by reading pp. 226-243).  A third point of departure would be Stuart Clark, Thinking with Demons: The Idea of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 1997), part II, chs. 10, 11, 16, 17.  Finally, Lorraine Daston, and Katherine Park, Wonders and the Order of Nature (1150-1750) (Boston: Zone Nooks, 1998) provides an important launchpad for understanding the difference between ‘miracles’ and ‘marvels’, and also for how one might assess the credibility of miracles (pp. 247-8).

2.1.2 Like purgatory, the issue of miracles was one on which a good deal of post-reformation polemic focused.  It inevitably placed the spotlight on different ideas of the natural and supernatural.  This polemic can be eplored in a variety of more specialist articles.  Alexandra Walsham explores the polemic in ‘Miracles in Post-Reformation England’, in J. Gregory and K. Cooper (eds), Signs, Wonders, Miracles: Representations of Divine Power in the Life of the Church, Studies in Church History 41 (2005), 273-306; and (from the catholic point of view) in ‘Miracles and the Counter Reformation Mission to England’, Historical Journal, 46, no. 4 (2003), 779-815 (available online through jstor).   Her ‘The Fatall Vesper: Providentialism and Anti-Popery in Late Jacobean London’, Past and Present 114 (1994), 36-87 (available online through jstor)  examines the polemic through a particular incident, whilst her ‘“Vox Piscis: or the Book Fish”: Providence and the Uses of the Reformation Past in Caroline Cambridge’, English Historical Review 114 (1999), 574-606 does so through a particular, and rather strange publication.

2.1.3  Various more detailed articles analyse the ways in which providence was deployed by Tudor and Stuart clerics.  Alexandra Walsham, 'Sermons in the Sky.  Celestial Visions Reported across Early Modern Europe', History Today (2001), 57-63 is a useful conspectus of providence as reported through metereological and astronomical events.  Providential and miraculous events became highly politicised as well in the mid-seventeenth century – see A.Burns, '‘Signs of the Times: Thomas Jackson and the Controversy over Prodigies in the Reign of Charles I’', The Seventeenth Century, 11 (1996), 21-33; Christopher Durston, 'Signs and Wonders and the English Civil War', History Today, 37 (1987), 22-28; J. Friedman, 'The Battle of Frogs and Fairford’s Flies: Miracles and Popular Journalism During the English Revolution', Sixteenth Century Journal, 23 (1992), 419-42 (also available online through jstor or through the electronic offprint collection); Blair Worden, 'Providence and Politics in Cromwellian England', Past and Present, 109 (1985), 55-99.

2.1.4  The fate of miracles and providence is, of course, affected by the scientific movement.  You can explore that in a variety of ways.  Jane Shaw, Miracles in Enlightenment England (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2006), chs 1-2 is a good synoptic introduction.  Margo Todd, 'Providence, Chance and the New Science in Early Stuart Cambridge', Historical Journal, 29 (1986), 697-711 shows that the impact had already begun before 1640.  W. E. Burns, '“Our Lot Is Fallen into an Age of Wonders”: John Spencer and the Controversy over Prodigies in the Early Restoration', Albion (1995), 237-52 reveals one particular manifestation of the debates.  V. Jankovic, 'The Politics of Sky Battles in Early Hanoverian Britain', Journal of British Studies, 41 (2002), 429-59 demonstrates that not so much had changed as one might have imagined by the early eighteenth century.  So, too, does Françoise Deconinck-Brossard, ‘Acts of God, Acts of Men: Providence in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century England and France’, in J. Gregory and K. Cooper (eds), Signs, Wonders, Miracles: Representations of Divine Power in the Life of the Church, Studies in Church History 41 (2005).  At a local level, the same point is made in Andrew Warmington, ‘Frogs, Toads and the Restoration in a Gloucestershire Village’, Midland History 14 (1989), 30-43 (available online).  Miracles, too, found their way into the dissenting tradition – see R. Moore, ‘Late Seventeenth Century Quakerism and the Miraculous: A New Look at George Fox’s Book of Miracles’, in J. Gregory and K. Cooper (eds), Signs, Wonders, Miracles: Representations of Divine Power in the Life of the Church, Studies in Church History 41 (2005).  

2.1.5  But there were some underlying, and quite profound changes to the way that God was seen to be working in nature that occurred in the seventeenth century.  They may not have been widely current, and many people may not even conscious of the changes that were involved.  But did they have an impact at a sub-conscious level?  They are discussed in  Francis Oakley, 'The Absolute and Ordained Power of God in Sixteenth- and Seventeenth-Century Theology', Journal of the History of Ideas, 59 (1998), 437-61 (available online through jstor).
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