2.13
Account for the growing reluctance among the educated classes to prosecute witches in the later seventeenth century.

2.13.1
The bibliography here intersects with that for the essay on the assessment of trial evidence at 1.2 – especially the items under 1.2.4.  A convenient place to start for this essay, though, is James Sharpe, Instruments of Darkness: Witchcraft in England 1550-1750 (London, 1996), part III; or Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (Harmondsworth; Penguin, 1971), ch. 18; Ian Bostridge, Witchcraft and its Transformations, c.1650-c.1750 (Oxford; Clarendon Press, 1997) is helpful; Brian Levack, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe (1987 and 2nd edition), ch. 8 tackles the same issue.

2.13.2
You can then dig into some particular exemplifications of the changing attitudes towards witchcraft.  Michael Hunter, ‘The witchcraft controversy and the nature of free-thought in Restoration England: John Wagstaffe’s The Question of Witchcraft Debated (1669)’, in his Science and the Shape of Orthodoxy: Intellectual Change in Late 17th-Century Britain (1995) puts the issues in the context of later seventeenth-century science.  P. J. Guskin, ‘The Context of Witchcraft: The case of Jane Wenham (1712)’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, 15 (1981) provides a good example of a late and much-contested case of attempted witchcraft prosecution.  

2.13.3
There are additional explanations, which are examined, either in part or suggestively, as follows: Owen Davies, 'Urbanization and the Decline of Witchcraft; the Case of London', Journal of Social History, 30 (1997), 597-617 looks at the issue among the educated classes of the capital.  Peter Elmer, ''Saints or Sorcerers': Quakerism, Demonology, and the Decline in Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century England', in Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe: Studies in Culture and Belief, ed. by Jonathan Barry, Marianne Hester and Gareth Roberts (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 145-82.

2.13.4  For the (ambiguous) impact of the scientific movement on the views of the educated classes towards this issue, see the bibliography for 2.14. 
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