2.16
Was folklore equated with superstition in the wake of the reformation?

2.16.1
Introductory Reading  

We need a definition of ‘folklore’ if we are to make any headway with this essay.  Daniel Woolf, 'The “Common Voice”: History, Folklore and Oral Tradition in Early Modern England', Past and Present, 120 (1988), 26-52 provides a discussion which will enable you to formulate one.  His The Social Circulation of the Past: English Historical Culture 1500-1730 (2003) is an elaboration of the argument, esp. ch. 10.  Part of the definition of folklore has to include oral culture.  Here the work of Adam Fox is of considerable significance – see Adam Fox, Oral and Literate Culture in England 1500-1700 (2000), esp chs 3, 5, conclusion.  He and Daniel Woolf have collaborated in an edited volume which also provides some useful introductory reading - Adam Fox and Daniel Woolf, eds., The Spoken Word.  Oral Culture in Britain, 1500-1850 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2002).

2.16.2  Superstition and the Polemic of Religious Change

One of the essays in the Fox and Woolf edited collection, just mentioned, provides you with an introduction to the issues here: Alexandra Walsham, 'Reformed Folklore? Cautionary Tales and Oral Tradition in Early-Modern England', in The Spoken Word: Oral Culture in Britain, 1500-1850, ed. by A. Fox and D. Wolf (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2002).  Ronald Hutton, 'The English Reformation and the Evidence of Folklore', Past and Present, 148 (1995), 89-116 is the most directly relevant for this essay.  On superstition, Stuart Clark, 'Protestant Demonology: Sin, Superstition and Society', in Early Modern European Witchcraft, ed. by Bengt Ankarloo and Gustav Henningsen (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989) links to our witchcraft material; William Monter, Ritual, Myth and Magic in Early Modern Europe (Brighton: Harvester, 1983) problematises what is ‘superstition’ in early-modern Europe.  Robert W. Scribner, 'Magic, Witchcraft, and Superstition', Historical Journal, 37 (1994), 219-23 is an excellent discussion of that problem too.  Frederick Valletta, Witchcraft, Magic and Superstition in England, 1640-1670, (2001) puts it into an English context.  Euan Cameron, 'For Reasoned Faith or Embattled Creed?  Religion for the People in Early Modern Europe', Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 6th Series, 8 (1998), 165-87 shows why there was a theological debate about such matters.  Ronald Hutton, 'Anthropological and Historical Approaches to Witchcraft: Potential for a New Collaboration?' Historical Journal, 47 (2004), 413-34 also has some useful material, indicating that witchcraft practices grew out of folklore, and contributed to it.  The same point is made in  Charles Zika, 'Appropriating Folklore in Sixteenth-Century Witchcraft Literature: the Nebelkappe of Paulus Frisius', in Problems in the Historical Anthropology of Early Modern Europe, ed. by R. Po-Chia Hsia and R.W. Scribner (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 1997), pp. 175-218.
2.16.3
Fairies
Here, there is a particular issue which can be pursued via the reading under essay 1.7.

2.16.4
Antiquarians, Apparitions and Folklore

The equivalent of the seventeenth-century natural philosophers in the collection and evaluation of folklore tales about the supernatural were the antiquarians and naturalists.  Lauren Kassell, ‘“All was this Land Full Fill’d Of Faerie”, Or Magic and the Past in Early Modern England’, Journal of the History of Ideas, 67, 1 (2006), 107-122; Michael Hunter, John Aubrey and the Realm of Learning (London, 1975) is a study of one of the antiquarians who was particularly interested in folklore studies.  Richard Dorson, The British Folklorists: A History (1968), ch. 1 is a more general picture. 
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