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Course Structure 

(Go through course book)

· Go through seminar handout – order of seminers – how they fit together.

· We will have a session which includes essay skills.  

· Occasionally I will set specific tasks before the seminar.

· What is expected of them – purpose of seminar is to discuss the topic.

· Examinations – essays, exam, oral.
Terminology: Early Modern 

Ask students to call out what Early Modern means to them and write the answers on the whiteboard.  
· What timeframe do you think it covers?  Why?

· What does term EM mean to you?  Events, people, progression.

· What problems are there with this term.

Terminology: ‘Disenchantment’ 

· What does this term mean to you?

· Is this a useful term to use?  To what extent?

· What is your world view?  Do you think it differs from the world view of our study period?  [Remind students that we still avoid walking under ladders, touching wood in the hope that something bad will not happen, and throw salt over our shoulders – why do we do this?]  

· Can also use the example of the US government and people being concerned about modern beliefs in witchcraft amongst the young – e.g. When Buffy the Vampire Slayer was on TV. 

What is ‘disenchantment’?
‘Disenchantment’ = the decline of beliefs in the presence of magical, supernatural, demonic or divine powers at work in the natural world or in human affairs and their replacement with a more ‘rational’, scientific outlook which sees the natural world as following regular, predictable laws, and human society as essentially secular and free from divine intervention. 
Terminology: rational/Irrational – Students usually say that beliefs became more rational during this period – question them on this – does this mean people were irrational before?
