Disenchantment 
                 The Impact of a Substantial European Print Culture


Week 3

HST 115 (semester 2)

Core Reading: Anthony T. Grafton, ‘The Importance of Being Printed’, Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 9:2 (1980), 265-286.
We tend to see education and reading as allowing a person to ‘think for themselves’, but did everyone in the early modern period share this belief? Does education and literacy necessarily make you a more free-thinking, open minded person? Could education and literacy be used to constrain and control peoples’ belief and attitudes, as much as to liberate them?

1. How substantial?  The Print shop

(handout of the Print shop – 2 pages)

· Who designed the first printing press?  When?

· Gutenberg 1430s.

· How difficult was it  to print books in the EM period?

· Paper was expensive (2/3 of printing costs) and imported from the continent?  Why?  What was paper made of?  

· Rags sorted, torn and cut up then left to rot in water. 

· Beaten to a fine pulp by a stamping machine.

· Pulp moulded into a sheet of paper and often a watermark is imprinted.

· The sheets are placed on a felt then the entire pile is pressed in the Press machine.

· Paper hung up to dry.

· Once dried it is dipped into a hide glue solution and re-pressed.  If this wasn’t done then ink would run on the page.

· How were books printed? 

· The compositors laid out the type before placing it into the press.

· Ink needed to be boiled at a high temperature before it could be used.

· Discuss the issue of preparing each page (using pictures as a demonstration).  

· A compositor could line up 1,000-1,200 characters an hour which was basically one small page.

· The pressmen usually worked in pairs because of the heavy lifting involved in operating the machine.

· A man operating the press could print 1,200-1,500 sheets in c. 12 hours.

· Thus total output per man per day was only about 4 pages, including type-setting, proof reading and correcting.

· Average print run of any title was c. 1,000 copies.

2. Bookselling

· The Stationers Company enforced book laws and granted permission for printers and booksellers to set up.

· We are not sure what the exact practice of customer service was in these bookshops—whether the customer requested to see items or could just browse as in modern bookstores. However, there were definitely some who were allowed to come in and browse: other members of the Stationers’ Company who were there to make sure that the booksellers were not selling anything seditious.

· Book fairs most common way to sell books.  E.g. Frankfurt book fair was very popular in 16th century. 
· Second hand book trade
· Selling to friends/family etc
3. What types of literature were capable of being sold to a wider market in EM Europe.  Why?

(web diagram – ask class to call out diffrent types of literature in the period)

· The above illustration of how difficult it was to print books compare to now coupled with their reading should help in answering this question.  

· Easily sold: alminacs, Bibles & other religious works, topical news-sheets, and cheaply made recreational literature.

· Newspapers – originally just one sheet on one topic – slowly became something more similar to the paper today.

· Broadsheets and pamplets – popular literature – often had pictorial element for those who were unliterate or semi-litereate.  (In the form of woodcuts).  These were most popular in C16 and C17 often on subjects such as drink, taverns and drunks, folklore and superstition.  

· Chapbooks often acted as an abridgement of larger books.  E.g. Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.

4. How were books read and how did they change society?

In groups discuss the theme question.

Then discuss whether the title of this seminar;

Impact

Substantial

Print Culture?

Q: With this in mind what sort of constraints were there on the capacity of bookselling in EM Europe?  

· Amount of editions and copies they could publish in a given time?

· The costs?

· Potential customers?

· Legal issues: what were they allowed to sell, what were they not allowed to sell?  E.g. heretical books, seditious books etc.

· Monopolies – printers given the right to print all books of a certain sort for a given length of time e.g. all prayer books through one printer.  Good and bad points of this?  

Size of book?  Could they sell large books and make a profit?  (Perhaps discuss John Day in Elizabethan England as an example of patronage allowing larger books to be made, but that this was not usually possible).
As a group discuss these points as well;

· What purpose did literature have in society?

· How did it change society? 

· Did print incerase literacy?

· Did the printed book change the way people read?  (if they get stuck on this discuss how books began to include memory aids such as title pages, page numbers, sub-titles, indexes etc.  And that people often wrote marginalia and underlined words.  Commonplace books in education.

· What impact might print have had on intellectual pursuits?  (less need to copy texts can now compare texts and further knowledge – unscrambling of old knowledges)

· What impact might print have had on the scientific revolution?

· What impact might print have had on politics?  E.g. Civil War?

· How did print aid the farmer, merchant etc?

· How did print affect education?

· Are we talking about an effect in the entire society or just specific classes of people?  Can we make that judgement?
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