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· Jean Bodin (1529/30-1596) was a lawyer, economist, natural philosopher, historian, and one of the major political theorists of the sixteenth century.

· Bodin is both enigmatic and misunderstood.  

· His most significant work, The Six Books of the Commonwealth (Les Six livres de la République, 1576), represents the sum total of legal and political thought of the French Renaissance. His Method for the Easy Comprehension of History (Methodus ad facilem historiarum cognitionem, 1566) is at the pinnacle of early-modern, European humanism's Ars historica. Finally, his work Colloquium of the Seven about Secrets of the Sublime (Colloquium Heptaplomeres de rerum sublimium arcanis abditis, 1683), which was published posthumously, provides clues about his own religious views. 

· Bodin's spiritual beliefs did not coincide with any official religion of his day, but instead resembled a form of natural religion.  He did remain loyal to the Catholic church of France.

· Bodin believed that for civil peace within a state there needed to be one education (humanist) for all citizens and one religion for all faithful.  Cultural and religious diversity to be avoided.

· In his On the Demonmania of Witches (1581) Bodin explained that he hoped to denounce the mania, spiritual errors, and distraction, as well as the ‘fury’ that sorcerers possess.  Bodin wished to alert the reader to the dangers witches represente and as a tool for magistrates and judges.

Gifford, George (1547/8–1600), 

ODNB

· Church of England clergyman and author.

· Forced to resign as Priest in June/July 1584 for radical protestant beliefs.

· Gifford joined the Earl of Leicester in the Low Countries as chaplain to the English troops.

· Despite reservations about his beliefs, by the 1580s Gifford had emerged as a prolific and influential writer who displayed common sense and moderation.  

· A Discourse of the Subtill Practices of Devilles by Witches and Sorcerers (1587), and A Dialogue Concerning Witches and Witchcraftes (1593) have appealed both to social historians for their wise moderation and to literary critics for their possible influence upon Shakespeare. 
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