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The group was split into two halves at the end of the previous session so that an even portion of students have read the two articles.

1. McManners, J, ‘Deathbeds’, in Death and the Enlightenment: Changing attitudes to death among Christian and unbelievers in eighteenth-century France, ed. John McManners, ch. 8 (Oxford, 1981), pp. 234-269.

2. Spierenburg, Pieter, ‘Body in decay: certainty and uncertainty in the experience of death’, in The Broken spell: a cultural and anthropological history of preindustrial Europe, ch. 5 (Basingstoke, 1991), pp. 125-162.

Theme Question: How did the rituals of everyday life and death reflect understandings of community in the early modern period? How and why did these notions change, and to what extent were intellectual discoveries the driving force behind this?
1. What conflicting understandings of the fate of the dead were current in this period?
Medieval death

· Heaven, Hell, purgatory - prayers and masses for the dead, indulgances.

· Saints - part of every day life - helping the people.

· Chivery - the Knightly death.

Split group into three (make sure to mix them up so that both essays have been looked at in each group).

· The Good Death

· The Bad Death

· Changes to deathbed ritual.  

Then discuss each in turn.

· Death as fulfillment of obligations – religious, family, local, national.  

· Knightly death and death of a saint – did these medieval views still persist into our time period?  

· How about purgatory?

· Open/crowded deathbed – a public death.  

· Formalizing death through rituals.

· What was the Priest’s duty?

· What was considered a good death?  What was considered a bad death?  Why?

· Death as the final battle between the Devil and God for the persons soul.  In the last instant the soul could be lost.

· Fear of sudden/unexpected death which would place the death outside the context of society. – shameful.

· Philippe Aries – what do you think about Aries belief in a ‘Tame’ death (knowing no fear)?  Do you think he’s taken the ideal too far into reality?  (If you’re going to do this topic for second essay then it is vital that you look at Aries work).  

· Belief in ghosts – how did this fit in with beliefs about the afterlife?

· Imagry of death – The Macabre (realisitc depictions of death); The Ars moriendi (genre of books describing the perfect death).

· Living with death – many daily affairs took place at the church – politics, financial, chit chat etc – thus living co-existaning with corpses on a daily basis – not necessarily buried as well as they would be today either. – why was this the case?  Why did they accept this?  How did this inform their opinions about death?

2. What order did these death rituals take?

· Lawyers - Will with religious preamble – masses for the dead, money to charities etc.

· Confession – usually mainly about consolation and resignation to death and the loss of earthly loves and friendships and offering hope.

· Absolution is then given which in theory ended the persons earthly interests.  From that point on only to be concerned with spiritual affairs.

· Viaticum (mass) – preparation for soul’s journey from Earth to Heaven.  This was a public affair with the room filled with crowds.  

· Extreme Unction – again public.  The dying person would be presented with a crucifix to kiss – then followed exhortations, prayers and litanies, and the seven anointings were given.  The crucifix was left with the person as his only worldly possession.

· The Wake – Often a celebration/ drunken party – but body left untouched.  Why was it like this?

· Funeral & Burial – In the churchyard.  As near to where the Mass (Alter) as possible.  If you were buried outside sacred ground this was considered damnation.  

3. Changes by the end of the period

· Questions over weather the church should have so much power over people at their end.

· Removing the fear that rituals cause. – making death the final battleground between devil and God made it more painful than peaceful.

· Private death – just family and friends.  No social obligations other than the Will. 

· Will no longer a religious format but secular.  More like todays.

· However, most of those people who rejected the religious element did not wish to die without it – was this for religious purposes or social?  How about the issue of where you will be buried if you reject religious element.  Why was this important?  Fear of social exclusion rather than God’s damnation?  Discuss Voltaire and his non-belief but desire to make a concession to society partly for social decorum, partly so that he would not be socially exclulded in burial.

· Beginning to question the existance of the soul.

· Move from churchyard burials to cemetries – why was it no longer acceptable to live with the dead?  Hygine?  Stench?  Religious?  Concealment?

4. What is the significance of changes in deathbed rituals during this period?

· How do these changes fit into a wider context – household becoming more private, better understanding of indiviudal, general secularization of soceity after the reformation and revolution, existance of Protestantism even affecting views in Catholic countries?

· How far can we be sure these changes were Europewide – most of our evidence comes from France?

· What about the poorer people?  Did they go through all of this as well?
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