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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – Angel Villar
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: Monday, 9 June 2008 by Darren Paffey, University of Southampton
I arrived at 14:30, having been held up in traffic.  Angel and his wife were not worried, and gave me a warm welcome.  Angel and I sat facing each other at the dining table in their living room.  Angel’s wife brought us coffee and then left us to it, occasionally popping back in to ‘make sure Angel stayed on track’!

Angel immediately started to tell me stories, saying that I would have to let him know what I wanted, as he has 86 years of life to talk about.  I started the recorder straight away so as not to miss anything.  There was a slight hiccup with the batteries running out, and although I noticed it straight away, that ‘section’ of recording was lost.  Thankfully I had the laptop recording through Audacity, which I plan to continue using as a good backup (albeit poorer quality, it at least ensures I don’t miss anything, and kept going for the whole three hours, even though the laptop went onto standby).

Angel had several files ready by the table containing papers and some pictures.  He had prepared some photocopies for me:
· Military document from Spanish Republican army days
· Various photos from French Resistance days
· Photo of plaque to Pablo Sanchez
· Pablo Sanchez’s funeral procession
· Procession at Estade Municipale, Bordeaux after Liberation, Aug.1944.
· Extracts from display by Association des Retraités Espagnols 

including pictures/docs of Angel.

We spoke for around two hours, and I’ve arrived to go back on Wednesday morning, 11th June to finish off his life history and ask the ‘returns’ questions.  I took several snaps of some actual photos he had of him and his wife in their youth, as well as a couple of photos of them now.

No problem with using Angel’s data with his name.  He says he has nothing to hide, and does not share his stories for money or any other reason than because he has proof of what happened, in his photos, documents, etc.

Second Interview with Angel Villar

At Angel’s home: 10 :00am– 12 :30pm

Another wonderful warm welcome from both Angel and his wife.

I started the interview by asking Angel to confirm the names and dates of some of the photos he had given me in our first interview.  These can be found on recording two up to 8 mins in.  He also gave me another photo, of his family when they were eventually reunited after the war, in 1948.

On my camera, I took photos of various poems and sketches Angel had done for both his wife and his father.  He is going to send me copies of some of the poems he has written, which include some written whilst in the camp in Orleans.

Just about managed to get through the rest of the questions, although I could easily go back to profundizar some of the points we’ve touched on – there’s no shortage of history or willingness to recount it in this remarkable man.

It would be good to send Angel and his wife an enlarged version of the photo I took.  From what I am told, he has been disappointed by previous researchers who have interviewed him and then he’s never heard from them again. 
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