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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – Carmelo Alonso and his wife, Fatima
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: 27 March 2008 by Alicia Pozo-Gutierrez, University of Southampton
Place of interview / objects:

Interview took place in their flat in Zaragoza, 27th March 2008. We met in the lounge which is decorated with many African ornaments and a beautiful cocktail bar that Carmelo made himself and of which he is very proud. This piece of furniture is representative of his time working as a cocktail barman in some of the best hotels in London, a time he remembered in his interview in very positive terms.

The African ornaments they linked to their openness to other cultures, the participation of Fatima and Cristina (eldest daughter in voluntary projects helping immigrants, amongst them many from Africa) and also to Fátima’s links with Angola through her father who spent many years there and created a second family. 

Another object that caught my eye and they quickly explained was a bar set across the frame of the lounge door, which Carmelo explained amused a lot people. He fixed it there so that his son could practice his gymnastics lifting himself up.

Context of interview: I arrived at the flat at 10.15 am and started the interview with Carmelo, half an hour into it his wife Fátima, who is Portuguese, arrived from doing the shopping and joined us, and from that moment on Carmelo’s life narrative became entwined with Fátima’s. Both of them met in London, where she was an au-pair in the 1970s.

Carmelo and Fátima have a dog and a cat and 3 grown up children who still live in the house. 

Carmelo had to go to work and was on the afternoon/evening shift, so we agreed to meet in the morning. Towards 12.30 we brought the interview to a close as he had to have lunch before going to work.

At some moments in the interview there was slight competing tension between both to tell bits or interpretations of their stories or to add detail to what each other were saying. Clearly Carmelo’s narrative became the dominant one. Both expressed having enjoyed the interview and offered further participation if needed.
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