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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – María José García Gúzman
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: Tuesday, 24 June 2008 by Darren Paffey, University of Southampton
When I arrived this morning, María José (MJ) was waiting in the centre’s waiting room, along with others including children (not hers).  My contact introduced me firstly to the ASER Director, and also another gentleman – I think it was one of the members who volunteers there at the centre.  

MJ and I were taken through to the Director’s office: there is of course the desk, with a large black leather chair on one side and three other basic chairs for visitors, there is a set of low-level cupboards along one side of the office, with lots of blank social security forms there ready for use, and then there are two filing cabinets and a bookcase along another wall.  MJ sat on the ‘visitors’ side of the desk, and I didn’t want to be opposite her in the Director’s position thus creating a formal atmosphere, so I pulled up a chair on the same side of the desk as her and tried to make things more informal.

I explained the aims of the project and the point of this interview; she had received a flyer from Mario but admitted that she had not read it.  To begin with, her answers to questions were fairly brief, and she generally stopped when she felt the question had been answered.  However, while she continued to stop after answers throughout the interview, her answers became longer and more freely offered as she seemed to become more comfortable and confident as time went on.  She also commented later on in the interview that as she began to talk about her memories, more things would come back to her, so on a couple of occasions she referred back to earlier points we’d covered and augmented the information with more.

People came into the director’s office on a couple of occasions: the volunteer once or twice to get files from the cabinets in there, another lady once to get something from her handbag (was apologetic but remained silent as she was aware of the dictaphone), and my contact twice: the first time to take photos of the interview going on, and then a second time to ask if we could move into a different office as they were going to need access to the filing cabinets and didn’t want to keep disturbing us.

We were fine  in the second smaller office, although sound echoed a little more in there, and there was more street noise as it was at the front of the building and the window was open (no air con and 38º outside, so didn’t want to close it!).

After 1½ hours of recording, my contact informed me that they had to leave as they’d been ‘summoned’ to the Ayuntamiento for meetings, so I succeeded in finishing the last part of the interview in 15 minutes.  I managed to include most questions/topics in the interview guide, including something on material culture.  MJ didn’t have very much to say about this, despite my trying to tease it out.
Created by: Darren Paffey for the JISC OpenLIVES Project 2012. 
[image: image2.png]© 96




 


[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]