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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – Pedro Cisneros Marin and Eustaquio Piña Andres
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: 23 March 2008 by Alicia Pozo-Gutierrez, University of Southampton
Context: The interviews took place at the Centro de Convivencia Miralbueno (a Day Centre where the elderly go to socialise and do all kinds of activities e.g. art work, dances, reading club, martial arts, excursions etc). I waited in the cafeteria/lounge of the centre where people were playing cards, drinking coffee, reading papers, watching TV etc.  There were mostly elderly people but a couple of tables with some mothers with small children who were playing in the plaza outside. The Youth Centre is opposite the Day Centre in this lively area where young, old and children interact.

We started the interview when the reading group to which Pedro and Eustaquio belong finished. We met in one of the activity rooms. Pedro had brought with him some papers relating to his life and he started the interview by reading from a short autobiography that he has written. Later he read a piece he’d written about his trip through America which he embarked on before returning (I was given a photocopy of this writing). During his interview Pedro also showed me many photographs of him at the places he visited on this memorable trip.

During Eustaquio’s interview they produced one of the wood engravings that they make in one of their workshops.

At the end of the interview they were keen to show me the facilities of the centre and took me to see the arts room where they showed me clay work and paintings.
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