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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – Rocio Lopez Marquez
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: 25 June 2008 by Darren Paffey, University of Southampton
When I arrived at the centre to interview Rocio, my contact informed me that unfortunately she had to go to the hospital for treatment/therapy that she’s undergoing having been in an accident a month ago.  She arrived just after midday, but in the meantime I had been watching the Mémoires d’Europe DVD with life histories of ASER members.  I also chatted to a volunteer and his cousin who just came in to chat.  The cousin had only ever worked in mainland Spain and Mallorca, so an interesting discussion ensued between him and Gonzalo who had worked in Germany.  Gonzalo recounted how in Spain, employees were treated like dogs and paid a pittance whereas in Germany you were paid better, plus you earned overtime if you worked it.

Rocio arrived and we sat in the small consultation room I had been in yesterday.  Rocio was very warm and chatted happily about her experiences.  She had gone to St. Albans in Hertfordshire aged 18 and spent four years there and in London before returning to Spain.  Later she moved to Germany, initially planning to stay for 5 years, but she married and had a daughter there, so stayed for 10 years.  When her marriage there (to a Spaniard) broke down, she returned to Spain.  Five years later, she was back in the UK, where she remained from 1980 until 2000.

Rocio was more than happy to talk about her experiences, and was not bothered about anonymity for the purposes of the recording.  Because time was far more limited than originally planned, I tried to get through the interview agenda and did complete it, but there were numerous areas on my mind that we could go into in more depth.  I therefore asked if it would be possible to meet again before I leave, and she invited me to her home.  I’m to call her to arrange.  There are some interesting points to be pursued, including the fact that she returned to Spain in 1975 – before or after Franco’s death?  Did this influence her decision to return at all?  What about material culture from over 20 years living in the UK?
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