
Lesson 3 - IDEAS 
(need A3 paper)
· Register
· HANDOUT: on Age-related texts (group work) from last week.

· Go through National Curriculum HANDOUT
· HANDOUT: 7 basic plots

· HMWK from last week:
· Phrases – contemporary/current cool phrases for kids.
· Your ideas: 

· Which age group are you interested in writing about?

· What issues do you want to raise?

· Genre, story and plot ideas?
· STORIES TO READ: Down the Rabbit Hole, and Aesop’s Fables.
· GENERATING IDEAS – based on Writing for Children by Linda Strachan
Spidergram 1 - On an A4 piece of paper create your own spidergram/mind map.  As your starting point, write down a word/phrase of a story idea you have: ‘River’ which may be the setting, or topic: ‘Skateboarding’.  Then, almost without thinking just add lots of words and phrases associated with your WORD/PHRASE.  E.g. RIVER – currents – poo sticks - swimming – boating – drowning - broken branches, driftwood, water rats, sewage, canal boat …. PING…. A STORY IDEA EMERGES…: The Water Rats – they live on an old wrecked canal boat… but one day a gang of boys and girls arrive to use it as their den… The water rats aren’t too pleased about it, and cause hauntings and mayhem…  As an alternative, the rats can be changed into an old tramp who lives on the boat – after lots of scarings – he is caught out… it turns out that he has lots of great stories to tell the kids… then another story starts, and another (©Alyson Morris 2009

· READ TO CLASS: What's Hot & What's Not - based on Writing for Children by Linda Strachan
· Publishers are looking for modern-day humour – page turning contemporary stories that make you laugh are popular with publishers.

· Fantasy, sword-and-sorcery, horror, scary/ghost stories and sci-fi – which take the audience outside the accepted laws of nature – the market is saturated with these – so you must come up with something startlingly original in order to get published.

· Historical fiction - must be heavily researched and accurate.  If the historical period is being studied at school, you could be successful with publishers.  But the story must come before the period of time – to avoid it reading like a documentary with token fictional characters.

· Romance, thriller and crime stories – you need to research the market (your age range) and see what’s acceptable, i.e. study children’s books in those areas.  What levels of gore and violence you can use etc.
· School settings are always very popular, can you think of any?  ST. TRINIAN’S…  But you have to come up with a new and exciting angle (School of Witchcraft and Wizardry) in order the get the publishers interested.

· Publishers love SERIES – a regular cast of characters – Lemony Snicket, Alex Rider etc.  Children love following the exploits of well-known or established characters.

· Poetry stories are popular with publishers.
· Issue fiction is popular – contemporary social issues are explored – they must be of a very high standard to be published.
· HMWK for this week: 

· READING:  The Little Match Girl, How the Camel Got His Hump, The Nose

· Write a story plan for your own story – can be in note form, plot etc.

· Generally this age group (8-12s) has gone beyond the picture book.  Therefore we are writing text stories only, if you wish to add a few illustrations that would be great but you won’t have extra marks!
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