‘Ser and Estar’

These exercises have been devised (thanks to CILASS funding) to help you with a range of Spanish grammar topics and are particularly relevant to the grammar tests 

Many of the exercises tell you which chapter/ section of Butt & Benjamin it would be useful to consult before attempting the exercises. 

Please note that you will need to use Alt numbers (e.g. the following) to type the accents into the boxes: 

á = ALT+160 

Á = ALT+0193 

é = ALT+233 

É = ALT+144 

í = ALT+161 

Í = ALT+0205 

ñ = ALT+164 

Ñ = ALT+165 

ó = ALT+162 

Ó = ALT+0211 

ú = ALT+163 

Ú = ALT+0218 

ü = ALT+129 

Ü = ALT+154 

¿ = ALT+168 

¡ = ALT+173 

Remember that to write a character with Alt keys you must have your "Num Lock" switched on. Alternatively you can press down the Fn + Alt keys + the number. The system is quite rigid and is case sensitive so if you think your correct answer has been marked wrong check carefully whether you have missed a capital letter/ missed an accent/ inserted an unnecessary gap etc. Answers should be in the lower case i.e. 'para' etc. ('PARA' will be marked as wrong). In some cases alternative answers are possible. If so, they will appear in the 'feedback' section of the relevant exercises.

EXERCISE 1: SER/ESTAR with adjectives indicating physical features/ characteristics/ states (Consult Butt & Benjamin, Chapter 29).

EXERCISE 2: SER/ ESTAR with adjectives referring to states of mind/ mental characteristics/ moral characteristics/ behaviour (Consult Butt & Benjamin, Chapter 29, especially 29.2.3, 29.3.1, 29.4.1c).  In the following sentences, choose the most appropriate verb. 

EXERCISE 3: SER/ ESTAR with adjectives which categorise/ classify TIP: when the function of an adjective is to assign something or somebody to a category/class/group, etc., the verb normally used is ser. 

EXERCISE 4: Adjectives which change meaning according to whether they are used with SER or ESTAR (Consult Butt & Benjamin, 29.4.4).  In each of the following, choose the appropriate verb.

Exercise 5: SER and ESTAR with other commonly used adjectives.  The adjectives in this section are of taste (e.g. amargo/dulce); valuation (e.g. fácil/difícil); norms and standards (e.g. común/típico); similarity and difference (e.g. semejante/diferente); and quantity (e.g. bastante/numeroso). Such verbs normally combine with ser, but in very specific contexts some of them will also combine with estar. In each of the following, choose the appropriate verb. 

EXERCISE 6: SER and ESTAR with the past participle (Consult Butt & Benjamin, ch. 28, especially 28.2.5).  In each of the following, choose the appropriate verb. 
