Stories with Impact, 17 September 2010: article summary


Amy Lutz and Stephanie Crist, “Why do bilingual boys get better grades in English-only America? The impacts of gender, language and family interaction on academic achievement of Latino/a children of immigrants,” Ethnic and Racial Studies 32 (February 2009): 346-368.  
Girls more like likely to maintain bilingual proficiency than boys – suggests that family influences may be important. Relationship between gender and social control in the home: boys encouraged to work outside the home, girls more likely to work within the home.  Girls socialised to be obedient, boys to be more independent.  
Do gendered linguistic differences account for the differences in academic performance between girls and boys?

Use data from children of Immigrants Longitudinal survey (CILS).

                                                                                                                                                                      Biliterate students outperform those with limited Spanish and girls outperform boys. These cannot be explained away by family interaction (p.356). 
Biliterate students on average have significantly higher achievement than those with few or no skills in Spanish.  For boys biliteracy is associated with significantly higher grade point averages though not for girls. 

Family can have some negative impact on social capital. Higher familism is associated with significantly lower Grade Point Averages.

Family ties are important, but the nature of the ties just as important. Ties can be supportive to education or burdensome.  For boys strong supportive social capital is especially important.   Language skills may be more important for boys than girls in maintaining strong family ties. 
Peter Roberts, “Teaching, learning and ethical dilemmas: lessons from Albert Camus,” Cambridge Journal of Education 38, no. 4 (2008): 529-542.  
Albert Camus, The Guest (1957) [L’Hôte] Could have been translated as the “The host”

Focus on ethical dilemmas faced by a French-Algerian school teacher Daru. A gendarme hands an unnamed Arabic prisoner over Daru to deliver him to police headquarters. Partway through the journey Daru leaves the prisoner offering him the choice of walking to the police headquarters or going to the nomads who will shelter him. The prisoner chooses to walk towards the prison.
Perspectives

Althusserian approach—schools part of ideological state apparatus – Daru teaches French ideology. He is offered the opportunity to become part of the ‘Repressive State apparatus’ to use force to impose the will of the state, like the army/ police. “Daru may be a good man, but he is an even better teacher. Far from failing in his pedagogic role, Daru does exactly what is expected of him by the state”. (p.533)  

Author’s critique of the above

Too neat, too tidy and too conclusive.

 There is the promise of one more decision to be made. Social life is full of difficult decisions. Althussian approach denied the possibility of this inner turmoil emotional and cognitive turmoil within the prisoner.

Daru’s resistance: “do all we can” in difficult circumstances. Our moral integrity remains intact, state power continues to be exercised.    
Humans have moral complexity. True that reproduction has occurred, albeit via acts of subversion. But: “… the prisoner walks towards confinement and probable death, but it might be surmised that he does not walk there the same man as he might have done without Daru’s intervention” (p.536). 
Alan Gilbert, “Bus Rapid Transit: Is Transmilenio a Miracle Cure?,” Transport Reviews: A Transnational Transdisciplinary Journal 28, no. 4 (2008): 439-467.  
Article concerns the Transmilenio ‘fast’ buses in Bogotá, Columbia.

Many cities, especially poorer cities private cars or underground metro system not an option.  Article is evaluation of the Transmilenio scheme. Fast articulated buses operate along dedicated corridors, in contrast to the regular buses. 

Pluses: Good safety record, cheap compared to building a metro system.

Minuses: overcrowding, corruption regarding licences, pickpocketing 

No operator subsidy, but does have a capital subsidy (e.g. building the corridors). 

Concerns about cutting off truck routes and some believe that it cuts off some parts of the city. 

86% of users from three poorest social groups.

To run new buses operators need to purchase and scrap old buses (which has resulted in prices increase for scrap buses).

Unfair competition from illegal buses.

Sander Gilman, “Franz Kafka's Musical Diet,” Journal of Modern Jewish Studies 4 (November 2005): 291-308.  
This article focuses too aspects of Kafka – his self-confessed inability to appreciate musical high culture and his vegetarianism

The first section of the article focuses on nineteenth century / early twentieth century discourses of Jewish cultural competence, most of which have a low view of Jewish musical/ artistic ability.

Gregor Samsa in Metamorphosis—listening to his sister playing the violin.  Also Kafka’s diaries (p.296)

Discourses about Jews are Oriental, different race, looking different, cannot be assimilated with ‘Europeans’. 

Jewish food laws, Ritual slaughter as barbaric (mid 19th C). The Eternal Jew (1940) concludes with a scene of ritual slaughter. 

US boom in Kosher food - hygiene rationale. $170 billion of Kosher certified products. 

Could Halal become the next ‘organic’ for Europeans?

