EMOTIONS IN CHARACTERS – using metaphor, symbol, senses (SHOW DON’T TELL – TEACHER NOTES

(Ref: Write Great Fiction: Characters, Emotion and Viewpoint by Nancy Kress)
Metaphor: speech containing implied comparison, in which a word or phrase primarily used of one thing is applied to another, e.g. his glance sliced through her (glance is compared to a knife).  In Moby Dick by Herman Melville, Ishmael had ‘November in the soul’ to show his depression.
Metaphors and similes double the impression on the reader of the thing being described.  They evoke something more than straightforward phrases, e.g. similes: ‘he ran like a dog on fire’, ‘it’s as long as seven sheds on Brighton beach’ – note: Stephen King highly rates the use of similes.

ACTIVITY 1
Make a list of things you find emotional, e.g. a baby’s smile.  Then write down something you could associate with it (simile or metaphor), e.g. a baby’s smile – like seeing the moon during the day / a baby’s smile is a waxing moon.  
Symbols (a type of metaphor)

In Henry James’ novel The Golden Bowl, the bowl is an bought at an antique store as a wedding gift and it has a slight crack.  As the story goes on the bowl is broken.  Readers realise that the bowl represents the marriage, flawed from the start and soon to break.  Like this, you can build stories around symbols, e.g. 2 daughters fighting over a tatty old hat discovered in their dead mother’s attic – what does the hat represent?  (Their mother’s love.)
ACTIVITY 1

What could each of the following be a symbol of?

A roll of money

A spray of lilies

The sea

ACTIVITY 2
Read the first 3 pages of Jumper by Garrett Addams pages 355-357 (in Stephen King’s On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft)

How does Addams create emotion?  Underline any metaphors, similes or symbols.  Put an M, S or Sy next to each.  

