CILASS Case Studies (Centre for Inquiry-based Learning in the Arts and Social Sciences)
Introduction

CILASS is a Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL), awarded to the University of Sheffield by HEFCE in recognition of existing excellence in IBL in the Faculties of Arts, Social Sciences and Law. CILASS is committed to supporting further development and innovation in IBL, with the aim of embedding inquiry at the heart of the student learning experience in the University. In particular, CILASS promotes IBL that involves students in discipline-based and inter-disciplinary collaborative inquiries, develops students´ information literacy capabilities, and uses information and communications technologies imaginatively to enhance the learning experience.   The IBL Design Overview lies at the heart of these resources. They focus on the inquiry pedagogy underlying the project - what the students did, how the project leaders supported their activities and what they learnt from the project. 

English: History of English Mentoring Scheme
How can we encourage upper year group students to collaborate and share their research expertise with students in lower year groups? This project used second- and third-year students as group mentors on a first year core module, History of English. They facilitated the development of information literacy and key skills in historical approaches to language through an inquiry-based exercise and, in turn, themselves acquired coaching and mentoring skills. In order to accomplish this, students received support from the module convenors and a postgraduate student tasked with coordinating and supporting the mentors. Students were encouraged to reflect on and plan how to transfer the knowledge used in their mentoring activities to their own learning practices and research skills in their degree programme. 
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