
Introducing Choreography

Notes for Teachers
Background information

The assessment tasks were created as part of an introductory module to Choreography, aimed at year 1 undergraduates studying at (FHEQ) level 4 for a BA (Hons) Dance and Culture degree at the University of Surrey in Guildford, United Kingdom.
Learning package

This learning package contains the following materials:
· Instructions for students. Two documents with instructions about each of the e-learning assessment tasks: The Artist’s Sketchbook: A Process Space and the Reflective Commentary.
· Resources list. Recommended readings and audio-visual materials.
· A sample of an Artist’s Sketchbook by a student. This can be viewed at:  
http://prezi.com/onmg_rsq7oj4/digital-choreography-handbook/ 
· A list of additional tasks that can be linked to the Artist’s Sketchbook and set as homework. These can also be worked on in class/studio as appropriate.
Summary
The activities for this module focus on working on process-based choreography that is informed by relevant readings and an understanding of the broader context of contemporary dance today. They aim to facilitate a reflective learning approach to making dance, while at the same time introducing students to the basic principles of dance composition, which they are asked to apply in their own choreographic pieces (a solo and a duet).

Aims

1. To understand basic concepts and compositional principles of dance making, especially in making solo and duet choreography.

2. To contextualise choreographic practice in relation to relevant readings and other choreographers’ works (past and contemporary).

3. To familiarise oneself with different tools, methods and processes of developing, documenting and presenting a creative process.

4. To engage in digital practices for documenting choreographic processes.

Learning outcomes

1. Understanding the basic principles of dance composition in solo and duet choreography.

2. Developing a critical understanding of the context for contemporary choreography and making work in relation to that.

3. Documenting one’s creative practice and being able to track the key phases of development of one’s ideas and stimuli for choreography.

4. Developing reflective skills in order to articulate one’s own creative process.
5. Demonstrate the ability to create a personal choreographic space online by using different media.

Assignments
Assignment 1: The Artist’s Sketchbook: A Process Space

Assignment 2: Reflective Commentary
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