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Defining Culture –Teacher’s Notes
Aims: The aim of the PowerPoint and worksheets is to:

· Introduce students to a variety of definitions of culture with an emphasis on the relationship between language and culture, 

· Allow students to reflect on their own understanding of culture,
· Highlight the difficulty in arriving at one established definition of culture. 

Suggested workshop/lecture activities
Worksheets page 1

In small groups students should try to add as many different items as they can around the word culture.  You may wish to give them examples to guide them by displaying a few of the items listed on the PowerPoint slide.  

When students have finished get groups to describe and explain a few of the items they have written.

Show examples in PowerPoint.  Emphasise that this is just a selection of items and not a comprehensive list.  

In groups students write a definition of culture based on the items they included in the previous exercise.  Groups then read their definition to the class.

Worksheets page 2-3
The next stage takes on a more lecturer style format with an explanation of the different definitions of culture, what they share or how they differ and the different areas of interest in each group of definitions.
Students should then compare their own definitions with those presented and consider which definitions they find most convincing using the questions on the worksheet page 2 as a guide. This should be followed by class feedback on these questions.
The session can finish with the summary slide on the PowerPoint together with suggestions for further reading.
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