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The Cultural Iceberg –Teacher’s Notes
Aims: The aim of the PowerPoint and worksheet is to:

· Emphasise the subconscious nature of many culturally based practices, beliefs, attitudes and world views,

· Encourage students to go beyond a description of culture in terms of ‘stereotypical’ products such as popular national foods, or well known festivals.  

Suggested workshop/lecture activities
Worksheets
Begin with a brief revision of some of the elements students included in their definitions of culture worksheet.

Show students the cultural iceberg PowerPoint slide and elicit how it can be used a metaphor for culture.  
Explain the difference between conscious and subconscious aspects of culture with a few of the examples given. 

Students in groups then decide whether the elements of culture they identified earlier should be placed ‘above’ or ‘below’ the waterline i.e. conscious or subconscious.  This is followed by class feedback and the examples given in the PowerPoint.  

It should also become apparent at this stage that many aspects of culture do not fit neatly either above or below the waterline but rather are both conscious and unconscious.  For example we may be able to explain typical table etiquette in a restaurant in the UK, but not be able to explain why or how such customs came about.  

Finish with the final slide which summarises these points.
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