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Intercultural communication – Images of cultural practices and products

Use

These photos can be used to compare different social practices and products in different cultures and to emphasise the global and transcultural nature of many cultural practices.  The titles of the photographs should explain the object or activity and the location. 
Activities

Comparing cultures

Students can be asked to look at the photos and answer the following questions:

· Describe the photo – what can you see, what is happening, why, what does it mean?

· Where do you think these photos come from?

· In what ways is it similar or different to aspects of your culture?
For example in the food photos we can see different eating practices such as eating inside sitting at a table, eating outside or eating while sitting on the floor.

Different types of food such as raw fish (sashimi), insects or a chip sandwich (chip butty) may not be considered acceptable food in some cultures.  
Global cultures and transcultural flows

The photos can also be used to emphasise the global nature of many of these practices and products as well as difficulties in nationality-culture-geographical location associations.

Students can be asked to look at the photos and answer the following questions:

· Where can you see or experience these things?

· Are these practices or products unique to specific cultures?

Examples in these photos includes - food which is associated with different cultures but can be eaten anywhere – Thai food in the UK, S. African food in London

Global cultures – fast food such as McDonalds can be eaten all over the world – is this global or is it American?
Housing can be quite unique (for example the village in Cornwall or the town in Portugal) but other forms of housing and buildings can be global – city skyscrapers.  Other differences such as urban/rural, traditional/modern or different regions may be equally important.
Celebrations can also be culture specific – Monks at a birthday in Thailand, but others may be more multicultural and global – carnival in San Francisco, while still retaining local elements which are unique.   

Adaptations and extensions 

You may wish to use images from your own settings.  Students can also find their own images which they feel illustrate similar ideas.
Photo sources: author’s own and creative commons (attributions given in photo titles)
