Approaches to Teaching and Learning


Pick up questions

1. What is your Action Research Project about (each person should spend no longer than 1 minute on this!).

2. What data have you collected?

3. Is your data mostly qualitative or quantitative?

4. Which of the following data analysis techniques will you use in your analysis:

Coding

Counting

Pattern analysis/turn analysis of talk

Other….

5. What do you understand by the term triangulation?

6. How will you ensure your research is valid?

7. What are you most concerned about at this moment in terms of your assignment?
Analysing Spoken Data

Here is a piece of classroom data taken from Burns (1999).

1. What kind of quantitative analysis of this data could you give?

2. What kind of qualitative analysis of this data could you give?
(NB. It sometimes helps with transcripts to take parts and read out loud so that you can get a feel for how the talk unfolds.)

Here is another piece of classroom data. There are 10 adult learners in the class.  Imagine the teacher has been carrying out an Action Research project into improving her pace.  What could you say about this data in relation to improving pace? 

Integrating data into the Assignment
You can use excerpts of your data in the body of your assignment provide substance to the points you wish to make.
Here is a section from a chapter in which this has been done.   There are four sections to this chapter section.  How would you label them?

Input sessions on training courses will generally cover the vocabulary of language teaching but, for trainees with little understanding of how languages are learnt, the distinction can remain problematic.  In the following extract, the trainee has taught what she considers a listening lesson but has described it as a systems (in this case, grammar) lesson:


Trainer:
Mm, I mean, really you put this lesson as a systems lesson didn’t you as a kind of language. The main aim was focusing on language and it felt to me, it felt more like a skills.  The principle aim was the skills and that the language bit was an extension you know the the listening took a long part of the lesson 

Trainee:  
No I wanted to do a listening

Trainer:
Yeah, but I’m talking about on your plan

As with any new language, learners need more than mere exposure to assimilate and use new  vocabulary and understand new concepts.  However, trainees need early on in the training programme to be clear about how assessments are to be made on their teaching so that they can prioritise the language and concepts they need to learn.  

