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1. Module Learning Outcomes 

a) Knowledge and understanding 

On successful completion of this module, students are expected to have knowledge and understanding of:
· key research relating to second language acquisition and learner strategies

· principles relating to classroom procedures, activities, techniques

· relevant pedagogic models and traditions of investigating classroom methodology

· issues in collecting and analysing classroom data and learner feedback in educational contexts 

· relevant research traditions, methods and techniques.

b) Cognitive/ intellectual skills
On successful completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:

· identify and critically evaluate different approaches to research into appropriate classroom methodology;

· analyse classroom collected data using the approaches introduced in the module;

· identify and critically discuss key features of a number of educational contexts and settings;

· set up and undertake action research in a classroom or teacher-training context;

· identify, critically assess and, demonstrate understanding of relevant reading;

· develop coherent and reasoned arguments in support of a particular position;

· evaluate their own action research project.

c) Professional/Subject-specific Skills

On successful completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:
· account for and articulate important aspects of their pedagogic activity and its relation to observable data;

· assess a pedagogic context in order to make appropriate decisions about the needs of learners;

· make reasoned judgements regarding the scale, scope and feasibility of action research projects;

· undertake a series of planned action research steps in order to better understand and investigate an aspect of professional practice;

· demonstrate ability to evaluate methodology and recognise and act on opportunities for professional development.

d) Transferable skills

On successful completion of this module, students are expected to show:
· the ability to involve and collect data from relevant stakeholders;

· the ability to formulate and implement coherent research plans;

· the ability to devise, develop and implement appropriate evaluative procedures;

· skills relevant to data collection and analysis;

· skill relevant to information search, internet research and retrieval;

· advanced skills in strategic reading and note taking;

· The capacity for reflection and self-evaluation.
2. Module Content 

Methodology and the Classroom

Methodology and action research

Communication and the classroom (CLT)

Methodology and Language

Teaching and Learning Grammar: Awareness raising

Intonation

Perspectives on Interaction

Task-based learning, Interaction and Integration

Readers

Listeners

Speakers

Writers

Methodological applications

ESP Applications
3. Method of Learning and Teaching 

There will be lectures and seminars for 2 hours a week over one 12-week teaching period. There will also be guided individual and pair/group tasks and presentations, as well as study and discussion of printed and video materials. 

4. How are the total 200 Learning Hours per module achieved?

	Contact hours for lectures/seminars
	24  

	Directed learning 
	76

	Private study / Assessment
	100

	Total
	200


5. Method of Assessment

Assessment (100%) involves a research project or an investigation into one specific area of classroom methodology, chosen by the participant but set up under guidance of the module tutor. Participants are encouraged to collect data from a number of different perspectives to thoroughly investigate this action research focus. This is then reported on in an assignment of 4000 words, with explicit rationale and relevant references to the literature. (This piece of work is to be submitted on the Friday of Week 12).

Formative assessment is via exercises and tasks, with tutor feedback as appropriate

6. Essential Reading 

Burns, A. 1999. Collaborative Action Research for English Language Teachers. CUP
Richards, J. and Renandya, W. 2002. Methodology in Language Teaching. CUP
Scrivener, J. 2005. Learning Teaching.  Macmillan

Other recommended books: 


Brown, H.D. 1994. Teaching by Principles: an interactive approach to language pedagogy.  Prentice Hall Regents
Holliday, A. 1994. Appropriate Methodology and Social Context CUP
Harnisch, H. and Swanton, P. (eds) 2004. Adults Learning Languages. CiLT
Hudson, T. 2007. Teaching Second Language Reading. OUP
McCarthy, M. 1994. Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers. CUP
Celce-Murcia, M. 1996. Teaching Pronunciation: a reference for teachers of English to speakers of other languages. CUP
Richards, K. 2003. Qualitative Inquiry in TESOL. Palgrave
Willis J. 1996. A Framework for Task-based Learning. Heinemann
Lightbown, P. and Spada, N. 2006. How Languages are Learnt.  OUP

