	
	
	



Introduction to essay writing – teachers’ notes

Elicit/brainstorm student ideas on essay writing

Go through key features in the power point either accompanied with the handout or give handout after presentation

Ss work in groups -look at two essays compare them based on the features identified in the presentation of good essay writing.  However, the students should not be overly concerned with the content – the main focus should be the language and organisation of the essay.  
Explain which essay got a high score and low score and why – also note good and bad points to each.  Some suggestions are given below.
Sample essay 1 is the weaker of the two essays – some of the reasons for this are as follows:

· There are a lot of minor errors in the language.  

· The organisation is not very clear.  There is no clear introduction and only a very brief conclusion.  

· The writer gives a lot of examples but they are not discussed or commented on in any detail making it hard to follow the relevance of all of them.  

· While the writer uses citations, there is an over reliance on just a few sources (Ur, 1996; 1998).

Sample essay 2 is the stronger of the two essays – some of the reasons for this are as follows:

· The language is more accurate (although there are still some typographical errors) and easier to follow.  

· The paper is well organised with an introduction setting out the aims and structure of the paper, this is followed by well organised sections with clear sub-headings and the paper ends with an appropriate summary and conclusion.

· The writer makes good use of a range of citations and examples to support a variety of points.  

