PLOTTING THE LINGUSTIC MAP OF EUROPE

THE LANGUAGES OF EUROPE

This is an attempt to list all the languages currently used in Europe.  For the purposes of this list a language is defined as a linguistic entity that is given some sort of official recognition in at least one European country, though in one or two cases where status is in doubt, more or less arbitrary decisions about inclusion have been made.  Following the current practice of some European bodies languages used by recent immigrant communities originating outside Europe have not been included.  Europe is defined as including Iceland, the whole of Turkey, the Transcaucasus region (Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan) and Russia as far as the Urals.

Languages are grouped in language families, and, as far as possible, closely related languages are placed together.  Otherwise the order in which languages are arranged follows no particular principles.

Figures for numbers of speakers, where available, are taken from variety of sources, which may be more or less reliable.  They are at best an approximation and are given as a general indication.

The column headed A contains information about the alphabet(s) used for the different languages.  Where no letter appears, only the Latin alphabet is used.   Otherwise the following abbreviations apply:

A 
Armenian

Ab
Arabic

C
Cyrillic

G
Greek

Ge
Georgian

H
Hebrew

L
Latin
In the Where spoken column bold type is used for countries where a language has some sort of status at national level; ordinary type indicates a country where the language concerned has recognized status as a minority or a regional language; ordinary type is square brackets is used for countries where the language in question is used, but does appear to have any official recognition or status.  Where appropriate, assessments are based on the declarations submitted by nations upon ratification of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.

LANGUAGE
APPROX. NO.       A
WHERE SPOKEN


OF SPEAKERS

A. Indo-European
1. Germanic:

English

United Kingdom, Ireland, Malta, Gibraltar, Cyprus

Scots

United Kingdom (Scotland)

Ulster Scots

U.K. (N. Ireland)

Dutch
24 million
Netherlands, Belgium

Frisian
360,000
Netherlands, Germany (Schleswig-Holstein, Lower Saxony)

German
120 million
Germany, Austria,



Switzerland, Luxembourg, 



Liechtenstein, Belgium, 

 

Hungary, Romania, Russia
Luxembourgish
300,000
Luxembourg

Yiddish

?                           H
Russia, Poland, Ukraine 




[Lithuania, Belarus,]

Danish

5.5 million
Denmark, Faroe Islands, 




Germany

Faroese

80,000
Faroe Islands

Norwegian

4.6 million
Norway

Icelandic

300,000
Iceland

Swedish

9.3 million
Sweden, Finland

2. Romance:

Latin

?
Vatican City (?)

Italian

70 million
Italy, Switzerland,




San Marino, Vatican City,




Slovenia, Croatia

Sardinian

Italy (Sardinia)

Corsican


France (Corsica)

Romanian
24 million
Romania, ?Moldova

?Moldovan (Moldavian)
2.5 million      L(C)
Moldova (1)
Aromunian
200,000
[Southern Balkans]

French
66 million
France, Belgium, 



Switzerland, Luxembourg

Occitan
2 million
France, Italy

Franco-Provençal
140,000
France (Rhône-Alpes), 



Italy (Piedmont)

Spanish (Castilian)

Spain, Gibraltar

Catalan
7.5 million
Spain (Catalonia, Balearic Is)



France, Andorra, 



Italy (Sardinia)
Galician
3 million
Spain (Galicia)

Portuguese

Portugal

Rhaeto-Romansh
60,000
Switzerland (Graubünden)

Friulian, Ladin
600,000
N. Italy (Friuli-Venezia 



Giulia, Alto Adige)

3. Celtic:

Irish

Ireland, N. Ireland

Gaelic
60,000
U.K. (Scotland, mainly 



N.W.)

Manx

Isle of Man

Welsh
600,000
U.K. (Wales)

Breton
500,000
France (Brittany)

Cornish

U.K. (Cornwall)

4. Slavonic:

Russian
175 million          C
Russia, Belarus, Other 


former Republics of USSR

Ukrainian
45 million            C
Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia, 



Romania

Belarusian 
7.5 million         C(L)
Belarus, Poland

Rusyn
                             C
Ukraine, Slovakia,



Serbia, Romania

Lemko
                             C
Poland (2)

Polish
40 million
Poland, Czech Rep., 



Slovakia, Ukraine
Kashubian
150,000
Northern Poland

Czech
12 million
Czech Republic, Austria, 



Poland, Slovakia
Slovak
5.5 million
Slovakia, Austria, Croatia



Czech Rep., Hungary, 



Poland, Romania, Ukraine Lower Sorbian
14,000
Germany (Brandenburg)

Upper Sorbian
50,000
Germany (Saxony)

Slovene
2 million
Slovenia, Austria 



(Carinthia), Italy

(Serbo-Croat: see Serbian, Croatian, Burgenland Croatian, Bosnian/Bosniac, Montenegrin) (3)

Serbian
                        C(L)
Serbia



Bosnia-Hercegovina, Croatia 



Montenegro(?)

Croatian

Croatia, Bosnia-

Hercegovina, Serbia

Burgenland Croatian 



      Austria  (Burgenland)

Bosnian/Bosniac
                        L/C
Bosnia-Hercegovina, 



Croatia, Serbia
?Montenegrin
                        C/L
Montenegro

Macedonian
2.25 million      C
Macedonia, [Greece]

Bulgarian
8.5 million        C
Bulgaria

5. Baltic:

Latvian
1.5 million
Latvia

Lithuanian
3.5 million
Lithuania

6. Iranian

Ossete
500,000                C
Russia (N. Ossetia), Georgia

 

(S. Ossetia)

Kurdish
14 million        L(Ab,C)
Turkey, Armenia

Tat (Mountain Jewish)
13,000(?)              C?
Russia (Dagestan),



 [Azerbaijan]
7. Indic:

Romany

Much of Central, E. and S.E. 



Europe

8. Other:

Albanian
5 million
Albania, Kosovo,

 

Macedonia,  [Greece]

Armenian
2 million               A
Armenia, diaspora

Greek
11.5 million          G
Greece, Cyprus, Ukraine ,



[Albania,
Russia]

B. Finno-Ugric
1. Finnic

Finnish
5 million
Finland, [Russia]
Estonian
1.1 million
Estonia

Sámi (Lapp)
30,000
Finland, Norway, Sweden,



[Russia]

Karelian
120,000              C
Russia (Karelia), [Finland]

Other Balto-Finnic languages:

(Ingrian, Liv, Veps, Votic)

[Russia, Estonia, Latvia]

Komi (Zyrian, Permiak)
400,000              C
Russia (Komi Rep.)

Udmurt
560,000              C
Russia (Udmurt Rep.)

Mari
480,000              C
Russia (Mari-El)

Mordvin (Erzya, Moksha)
1 million             C
Russia (Mordvin Rep.)

2. Ugric

Hungarian
15 million
Hungary, Romania,



Slovakia, Serbia



(Voivodina), Austria, Croatia

C. Turkic

Turkish
50 million
Turkey, Cyprus (N.), 



Kosovo [Macedonia, 



Bulgaria, Georgia?, 



Germany?]

Azeri
14 million           L(C) 
Azerbaijan (4)
Tatar
6 million             C(L?)
Russia (Tatarstan) (4)

Bashkir
1 million               C
Russia (Bashkortostan)

Chuvash
1.5 million            C
Russia (Chuvash Rep.)

Crimean Tatar
                             C
Ukraine (Crimea)

Karachaev, Balkar
120,000                C
Russia (N. Caucasus)

Kumyk
135,000                C
Russia (Dagestan)

Nogay
40,000                  C
Russia (N. Caucasus)

Gagauz
150,000             L/C
Moldova, Ukraine

Karaim
<1,000(?)            C/L
Poland, [Lithuania, Ukraine]


D. Caucasian
1. Kartvelian:

Georgian
3.5 million            Ge
Georgia

Mingrelian
500,000             None?
[Georgia]

Laz
50,000               None?
[Georgia, Turkey]

Svan
40,000               None?
[Georgia]

2. N.W. Caucasus:

Abkhaz
80,000                   C
Georgia (Abkhazia)

Abazin
60,000                   C
Russia (N. Caucasus)

Adyghe     
                              C
Russia (N. Caucasus)

Kabardian
                              C
Russia (N. Caucasus)

3. N.E. Caucasus:

Chechen
600,000               C(L)
Russia (Chechnya) (5)

Ingush
160,000                 C
Russia (Ingushetia)

Avar
500,000                 C
Russia (Dagestan)

Dargwa
300,000                 C
Russia (Dagestan)

Lak
120,000                 C
Russia (Dagestan)

Lezgian
400,000                 C
Russia (Dagestan), 



[Azerbaijan]

Tabasaran
90,000                   C
Russia (Dagestan)
Other Dagestan languages

Russia (Dagestan)

(c.25)

E. Mongolian
Kalmyk
130,000                 C
Russia (Kalmykia)

F. Semitic

Maltese
350,000
Malta

G. Samoyedic

Nenets  
                            C?
Russia (far North)

H. Other

Basque
660,000
Spain, France



Notes:

1. Moldovan is not universally considered to a language distinct from Romanian, though the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova refers to the Moldovan language.  In the unrecognised Transnistrian Republic Moldovan is written in Cyrillic; elsewhere the Latin alphabet is used.

2. Lemko is considered by many to be a variant of Rusyn.

3. Serbian, Croatian and Bosnian are now generally and mutually recognised as distinct languages, though the content associated with each term may not be identical throughout the different countries where the languages are used.  The separate status of Montenegrin is still disputed.  Burgenland Croatian is a variety distinct from that of Croatia and has official status as a regional language in Austria. 

4. Although the Cyrillic alphabet was officially supplanted by the Latin alphabet during the 1990s, it is not clear whether the former has totally fallen out of use.  The version of the Latin alphabet currently in use is not the same as that used between c.1922 and 1938.  The Arabic alphabet is used by Azeris living in Iran.  Attempts by the Tatars to replace Cyrillic by the Latin alphabet were rejected and, indeed, have been made illegal by the Russian authorities.

5. The Latin alphabet was often used for Chechen during the period of quasi-independence in the 1990s.  A memorial to Dzhokar Dudaev, written in the Latin-alphabet version of Chechen, is attached to the wall of a hotel in Tartu, Estonia. 

Useful sources
M. Malherbe, Les Langages de l'humanité, Robert Laffont, Paris, 1995.

Andrew Dalby, Dictionary of Languages, Bloomsbury, London, 1998.

Fiorenzo Toso, Lingue d'Europa, Baldini Castoldi Dalai, Milan, 2006.

Jazyki narodov SSSR, I-V, Nauka, Moscow (Leningrad), 1966-68.

The text of the Council of Europe's Charter for Regional or Minority Languages and accompanying documents can be found at:  

<http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_Affairs/Local_and_regional_Democracy/Regional_or_Minority_languages/>
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