Ethical Scenarios

For each of the following scenarios, think about what you would do. There is usually no one right answer. The point of the exercise is to get you to think about the ways in which includes many situations where decisions about ethics need to be made.

Situation 1

You are conducting fieldwork in a Siberian village on the impact of microcredit on women’s lives. After two weeks in the village you are getting frustrated about the lack of progress. Nobody wants to talk to you. An NGO worker suggests that women would be more willing to participate in the research if they are paid for doing so. What do you do?

Situation 2

You are working on issues of low-income housing provision in Poland. Some of the government officials you have interviewed invite you to a party. Everyone gets a bit drunk and people start talking about proposals that are meant to be confidential. This information would be a fantastic addition to your dissertation’s argument. What do you do?

Situation 3

You are working with an NGO in Estonia on a water supply project, examining the degree to which local people are involved in the project. People seem very keen to talk to you and you are getting some great information. However, in one interview it becomes clear that people think you are somebody very important in the NGO who has come to discuss continued funding. If people find out you are a ‘lowly student’ they may not be so happy to talk. What do you do?

Situation 4

You are researching the development of migration policy in post-Soviet Russia and government and public attitudes towards immigration. During an interview a respondent expresses extremely racist views. What do you do? 

