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Course Content
How can we reconcile our need for freedom with our desire to belong to an orderly society?  Is there an order and a purpose to the history of the world?  Hegel did not believe that reason dwells safe in Plato’s heaven.  But in that case is there any rationality to be found anywhere?  These and other questions will be discussed in the course of interpreting Hegel’s work.

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of the course a student should:


be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of at least two elements of Hegel’s thought;


be able to begin to interpret difficult texts;


be able to produce arguments, backed by reason (e.g. by identifying contextual significance, by considering appropriate objections, by anticipating possible replies/consequences);


be able to evaluate critically aspects of Hegel’s philosophy.

Learning and Teaching Methods

Typically the course comprises:


Lectures (one or two hours per week, normally 10 hours);


Seminars (one hour per week, normally 10 hours);


Progress Tutorials (normally one session, 10-15 minutes per student);


Directed study (up to 81 hours over the course);


Independent study (up to 45 hours over the course).

Course Structure

These lectures are intended to orient your reading.  They will not simply cover the same material in a different format.  The reading recommended for preparation is in addition to your own private reading of Hegel.  Hegel is above all a systematic thinker.  It is always a mistake to imagine that one can succeed in philosophy by choosing an essay topic early and ignoring any lectures or reading that do not seem directly relevant to it but this error is especially disastrous with Hegel.

It is impossible to consider the whole of Hegel’s system in a single semester.  We can however hope to appreciate something of his style of thought.  We shall begin with his philosophy of history before considering his relationship with his philosophical predecessors including, of course, Kant.  Hegel articulated his own views through the history of philosophy, and we would be well advised to follow his lead.  Religion was central to Hegel’s system, so we must consider it too.  With this material in hand, we shall look at his ‘philosophy of right’ that is, ethics, politics and jurisprudence taken together.  Finally, we can consider his views on language and logic, though these will have been in play all along.

The last three weeks of the course are given over to student presentations.  These are not assessed, and need not be as formal as the assessed presentations you may have done in other courses.  You do not have to read out a self-contained essay—the main thing is to generate a fruitful discussion.  There is no reason why your presentation topic should not overlap with your chosen essay.  The point of unassessed presentations is to allow you to explore a topic without having to worry about the mark you will be awarded.  Thus you end your undergraduate career with a taste of the intellectual freedom enjoyed by research students and staff.  These presentations are also an effective means of revising for the exam.

This course also includes an essay-editing exercise.  Mutual criticism is the water of academic life, and it is proper that you should have some experience of it before you graduate.  This exercise is a very gentle introduction to the practice – only one other student will see your work, and you get to choose who that person is.

Course Texts

There are no set texts for this course.  Hegel wrote about almost everything, so your choice of reading depends on which aspect of his thought you opt for.  If you want to get a sense of his style without plunging into too much technical detail, read his Lectures on the Philosophy of History (skip the introduction at first, come back to it when you have read some of the main text).

Staff Details

Lecturer(s)

	Name
	Telephone no.
	Email address
	Room no.

	Dr. Brendan Larvor
	x5659
	b.p.larvor@herts.ac.uk
	M315


Tutor(s)

	Name
	Telephone no.
	Email address
	Room no.

	Dr. Brendan Larvor
	x5659
	b.p.larvor@herts.ac.uk
	M315



When dialling from outside the University please prefix 01707 28 to the extension number.

Course Schedule

	Week
	Hour
	Watford M28
	Topic/Activity

	1
	11-12
	Friday, 31 January
	Lecture 1 Life and Times

	
	12-1
	
	Seminar 1 Reading the Preface to the Phenomenology

	2
	11-12
	Friday, 7 February
	Lecture 2 Philosophy of History I

	
	12-1
	
	Seminar 2 Reading the ‘Transition to the Greek world’

	3
	11-12
	Friday, 14 February
	Lecture 3 Philosophy of History II

	
	12-1
	
	Seminar 3 Reading the ‘Eclaircissement and Revolution’.  Agree presentation topics.

	4
	11-12
	Friday, 21 February
	Lecture 4 History of Philosophy

	
	12-1
	
	Seminar 4 Reading ‘Spinoza’ (History of Philosophy)

	5
	11-12
	Friday, 28 February
	Lecture 5  Kant (Double Lecture)

	
	12-1
	
	

	6
	11-12
	Friday, 7 March
	Lecture 6 Religion

	
	12-1
	
	Seminar 5 Theodicy.  Bring essay plans and agree tutorial times.

	7
	11-12
	Friday, 14 March
	Lecture 7  Recht I

	
	12-1
	
	Essay Tutorials

	8
	11-12
	Friday, 21 March
	Lecture 8 Recht II

	
	12-1
	
	Essay-editing exercise.  Bring a draft of your essay.

	9*
	11-12
	Friday, 28 March
	Lecture 9  Language and Logic (Double Lecture)

	
	12-1
	
	

	Easter Break

	10
	11-12
	Friday, 2 May
	Student Presentations (3 weeks)

	
	12-1
	
	Student Presentations

	11
	11-12
	Friday, 9 May
	Student Presentations

	
	12-1
	
	Student Presentations

	12
	11-12
	Friday, 16 May
	Student Presentations

	
	12-1
	
	Student Presentations


* Essay Deadline: Tuesday 25th March, 2003.

Lecture Outlines

Lecture 1 

Life and Times

Philosophy seems to be a mass of unrelated systems.  Hegel hoped to restore credibility to philosophy by stitching them all together.  At the same time, romanticism presented itself as a response to a perceived ethical crisis.  Hegel saw the importance of the problems romanticism addressed but insisted on a more rationalist response.  We shall briefly sketch the anatomy of the Hegelian textual corpus, and consider the problem of prefaces and introductions.  From this lecture you should gain a sense of the cultural and philosophical problems that confronted Hegel and the nature of his proposed solution.

Essential Reading:

 Phenomenology of Spirit Preface §1-12 (handout).

Recommended Additional Reading:

Most general books on Hegel summarise his life and the nature of his project.  Peter Singer’s Hegel (past masters) will get you going.  The scene-setting in Charles Taylor’s Hegel is more thorough but also more tendentious.  The first two articles in the Cambridge Companion to Hegel give a more balanced account.

Seminar 1

We will read together Phenomenology of Spirit Preface §1-12 (handout).

Lecture 2

 Philosophy of History I

Kant, Hegel’s predecessor, proposed nine theses on history.  These throw up a problem: reason has a history, but is supposed to be ahistorical.  This problem stimulated Hegel to put the philosophy of history at the centre of his system.  He begins with a simple taxonomy: original history, reflective history, and philosophical history.  What mattered for Hegel was world history, and we shall consider a sketch of the history of the world as he taught it.  From this lecture you should begin to understand how  “Philosophy concerns itself only with the glory of the Idea mirroring itself in the History of the World”—here considered from the standpoint of history.

Essential Reading:

Philosophy of History ‘transition to the Greek world’ (handout).

Recommended Additional Reading:

Kant “Idea for a Universal History from a Cosmopolitan Point of View” in On History.  

For a book-length discussion of Kant on history see Yovel, Yirmiahu (eds) Kant and the Philosophy of History.

Seminar 2

We will read together Philosophy of History ‘transition to the Greek world’ (handout).

Lecture 3

 Philosophy of History II

The political history of central Europe is quite different to that of more stable entities such as England, France or Spain.  It is in this context that we have to view Hegel’s take on romanticism and the French Revolution.  By the end of this lecture you should begin to acquire the knack of historicising that which was first held to be eternal (e.g. human nature, private property, the Categorical Imperative).

Essential Reading: 

Philosophy of History ‘The Eclaircissement and Revolution’ (handout).  

Recommended Additional Reading:

Hegel’s Introduction to his own Lectures on the Philosophy of History. 

R.G. Collingwood The Idea of History part III section 7. 

Listen to Beethoven’s Ninth (Choral) Symphony.

Seminar 3


Agree presentation topics.


We will read together Philosophy of History ‘The Eclaircissement and Revolution’ (handout).  

Lecture 4 

History of Philosophy

Philosophy is the spirit of the age captured in thought.  It comes late, and tends to hasten the end of the age it represents.  To understand Hegel’s philosophy of immanence, we must consider his development of traditional substance holism.  A mere mechanism cannot be a substance: only living beings seem to have the necessary unity.  From this lecture you should begin to understand how  “Philosophy concerns itself only with the glory of the Idea mirroring itself in the History of the World”—here considered from the standpoint of philosophy.

Essential Reading:

History of Philosophy ‘Spinoza’ (handout).

Recommended Additional Reading:

Plato Timaeus
Hegel Lectures on the History of Philosophy.  Read one section – it does not matter which since the point is to get a sense of Hegel’s approach to any philosopher from the past.  It is best to choose a philosopher you already know something about, so that you can contrast Hegel’s treatment with those of other scholars.

Seminar 4

We will read together History of Philosophy ‘Spinoza’ (handout).
Lecture 5

 Kant (Double Lecture)

Hegel criticises Kant for the arbitrariness of his categories.  They both distinguish the Understanding from Reason, but for Hegel Reason is the higher faculty, and not the philosophical nuisance it is in Kant.  Hegel recognises two sorts of infinity, and thereby solves the difficulty set by Kant, who thought that infinity is incomprehensible to humans.  The Kantian antinomies are the source of Hegel’s conception of dialectic.  From this lecture you should begin to grasp the difference between immanent and transcendent conceptions of reason. 

Essential Reading: 

If you know about Kant from other courses (principally ‘the Right and the Good’ and ‘Kant’s Transcendental Idealism’), then review those notes.  Whether or not you have studied Kant before, you should read some brief secondary literature such as C.D. Broad’s Kant: An Introduction, Roger Scruton’s Kant (Past Masters series) or Sebastian Gardner’s Kant and the Critique of Pure Reason (Philosophy Guidebooks series).

Recommended Additional Reading:

Criticism of Kant occurs one way or another in all of Hegel’s works.  See the section on Kant in the Lectures on the History of Philosophy.  See also Stern, Robert Hegel, Kant and the Structure of the Object.  London: Routledge, 1990.

Lecture 6 

Religion

Religion, for Hegel, is the intermediate form of absolute spirit (between art and philosophy).  The philosophical significance of the Incarnation is that in Jesus we have a finite being who participates in the Absolute—but this is just the human condition dramatised.  Nevertheless, Hegel speaks of Geist in religious terms, so is he a pan-psychist?  From this lecture you should begin to understand the ambiguity of Hegel’s claim to be an orthodox Christian.

Essential Reading: 

Aristotle, Plato, Kant, Nietzsche and Kierkegaard all had something to say about the relation between philosophy and religion.  If you have studied or are studying any of these, or if you have taken religious studies at any time, review your notes.  

Review your level one notes on the ‘problem of evil’.

Recommended Additional Reading:

Hegel’s Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion.  For the connection between religion and politics, see the Philosophy of Right section 270 and the discussion that follows it.  For an article-length discussion of Hegel’s final position, see Dickey, “Hegel on religion and philosophy” in the Cambridge Companion to Hegel.

Questions to Guide Reading:


How do you think religion and philosophy are related? 


‘Faith’ is often understood to mean ‘belief independent of reason and in spite of the evidence’.  If that is what ‘faith’ means, then is this compatible with the rational standards of argument associated with philosophy?  


On the other hand, religious philosophers sometimes claim that faith is necessary for understanding.  And philosophers’ commitment to rationality often has a religious quality to it—they as it were place their faith in reason.  So on the face of it we have reasons to think that faith is a) incompatible with philosophy, and b) essential to it.  How can this dilemma be resolved?

Seminar 5


Hegel seems to subordinate religion to philosophy.  Is that compatible with orthodox religious belief?  Is his History a successful theodicy?


Bring an essay plan of about 300 words.  This will be the basis of your progress tutorial.


Agree progress tutorial times.

Lecture 7 

Recht I

Hegel’s political philosophy attempts to reconcile twin ideals—Athenian Sittlichkeit (lived ethics) and Kantian morality.  Abstract right cannot suffice alone, since it is empty and therefore can only lead to the Terror.  But we cannot return to unreflective Sittlichkeit.  From this lecture you should gain some understanding of Hegel’s conception of freedom as the synthesis of Aristotelian non-regret and Kantian autonomy.

Essential Reading: 

Review any ethical or political theory you have already studied (‘The Right and the Good’, ‘Politics and Human Nature’, Aristotle’s politics, Plato’s Republic, ‘Contemporary Moral Philosophy’).  In any case, you would do well to look at Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, and any reliable study of Locke’s political philosophy.  John Dunn has written a comprehensive treatment of Locke’s politics, but his Past Masters book Locke is probably more useful to you.

Review your level-one notes on ethics.

Recommended Additional Reading: 

Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels Part IV: A Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms.

Thomas More  Utopia. 

Aldous Huxley Brave New World.

Progress Tutorials:

Essay plans will be returned and discussed individually.

Lecture 8

Recht II

Ethical life—in the family, civil society and the state—depends on institutions that are ‘substantial’ in the metaphysical sense.  Hegel’s philosophy of right is a source for Marxism.  It is also sufficiently communitarian to raise the problems of multiculturalism and migration.  By the end of this lecture you should see now the metaphysical concept of substance employed in moral and political philosophy.

Recommended Additional Reading:

Hegel’s Introduction to the Philosophy of Right. 

Westphal, K  “The Basic Content and Structure of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right” in the Cambridge Companion to Hegel.

Seminar 6

In preparation, write a draft of your essay and bring it with you.  You will need it for the essay-editing exercise.  You will pair off and swap essays.  Read your partner’s essay and make any notes, corrections or remarks that occur to you.  Be polite, but do not shrink from criticising someone else’s work.  Mutual criticism is central to academic life, so it is important that you practise giving criticism without giving offence and taking criticism without taking umbrage.  No-one’s work will be read out loud, and the tutor might not read any essays at all, so there is no danger of any student being humiliated.  Like the progress tutorials, this is an opportunity to improve your essay, deepen your understanding and raise your eventual grade.

Lecture 9 

Language and Logic (Double Lecture)

German is alleged by Hegel to be an ‘original’ language, and hence philosophically lucid.  Kant’s exact but static use of language confirms him as a philosopher of the Understanding.  Holism and etymology have a central place in idealist thought (and allow the articulation of a speculative conception Reason).  Hegel’s work is so difficult to read because his understanding of language reflects his dialectical view of logic.  This is illustrated by Hegel’s criticisms of ‘mathematical’ proof.  He develops this side of his work in The Science of Logic.  Russell’s criticism connects his monism with the logic of relations.  From this lecture you should begin to grasp the distinction between formal and dialectical logic.

Recommended Additional Reading:

Inwood, A Hegel Dictionary, see entry on “The Science of Logic”.

Burridge, J. “Hegel’s Conception of Logic” in the Cambridge Companion to Hegel.

Preparation:

 Revise your essay in the light of the editing exercise last week.

Weeks 10-12

Student presentations

References

Library Status (LS): (SL) and (OWL) indicate that the book or article is available as a short loan or one week loan, respectively.  ® indicates that the reading is available as a reprint.

You will find an interactive version of this reading list the Voyager electronic reading-list.  This can be accessed through Voyager directly, under Subject Resources, or through the Philosophy web-site.

1. Primary Texts

	LS
	Author
	Title, Publisher, Year
	Comments

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Aesthetics: Lectures on Fine Art.  Translated [from the German] by T.M. Knox.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975.  
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Encyclopedia of Philosophy.  New York: Philosophical Library, 1959.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	The Hegel Reader/ edited by Stephen Houlgate. 

Oxford, UK; Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers, 1998.
	Contains four important ‘early writings’, as well as  selections from Hegel’s mature writings

	OWL
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Hegel Selections / edited by M.J. Inwood.  

London: Collier Macmillan, 1989.
	Includes bibliographies.

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Hegel, the Essential Writings / edited and with introduction by Frederick G. Weiss; foreword by J.N. Findlay.  New York; London: Harper and Row, 1974.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Hegel’s Introduction to Aesthetics.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, Apr. 1979.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Science of Logic.  London: Allen & Unwin, 1929 reprint 1961.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Logik.  English Hegel’s logic: being part one of ‘Encyclopaedia of the philosophical sciences’ [1830] / translated [from the German] by William Wallace.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Philosophie des Geistes.  Hegel’s Philosophy of mind: being part three of the ‘Encyclopaedia of the physical sciences’ (1830) / translated [from the German] by William Wallace, together with the ‘Zusätze’ in Boumann’s text (1845); translated by A.V. Miller; with foreword by J.N. Findlay.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971.
	This translation of ‘Philosophy of Mind’ originally published Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1894.

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Encyklopädie der philosophischen wissenschaften im Grundrisse.  Teil 3. Philosophie des Geistes.  English and German [Philosophy of subjective spirit.  Hegel’s Philosophie des subjektiven Geistes / hrsg. und übers. mit einer Einleitung und Erläuterungen von M. J. Petry. 

Dordrecht, Holland; Boston: D. Reidel Pub. Co, [c1977]
	Added tip: Hegel’s Philosophy of subjective spirit.

English and German.

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Philosophy of Right / translated with notes by T.M. Knox.  London: Oxford University Press, 1952.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, with Marx’s commentary: a handbook for students / by Howard P. Kainz.  The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1974.
	Paraphrase of Hegel’s Philosophy of right and Marx’s critique.

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Geschichte der Philosophie.  Volume 1.  English introduction to the lectures on the history of philosophy / G.W.F. Hegel; translated by T.M. Knox and A.V. Miller.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1985.
	Includes index.

	OWL
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Lectures on the History of Philosophy.  Vol. 2, Plato and the Platonists / Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel; translated by E. S.; Simson Haldane.  Nebraska, USA: University of Nebraska Press, 1995.
	

	OWL
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie.  English Lectures on the history of philosophy.  Volume 1, Greek philosophy to Plato / translated by E.S. Haldane; introduction to the Bison Book Edition by Frederick C. Beiser.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1995.
	

	OWL
	 Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie.  English Lectures on the history of philosophy. 3, medieval and modern philosophy / Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel.  Translated by E.S. Haldane; introduction to the Bison Book Edition by Frederick C. Beiser.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1995.
	

	OWL
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion. 

University of California Press, c1988.
	The lectures of 1827.

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Lectures on the Philosophy of World History.  Introduction: reason in history.  Edited by Johannes Hoffmeister.  Cambridge: C.U.P., 1975.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	The Phenomenology of Mind.  London: Allen & Unwin, 1949 reprinted 1977.
	2nd rev. ed.

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	Phenomenology of Spirit.  Translated [from the German] by A.V. Miller; with analysis of the text and foreword by J.N. Findlay.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1977.
	Standard Text

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	The Philosophy of Fine Art.  Translated, with notes, by F P B Osmaston.  New York: Hacker, 1975.
	

	
	Hegel, 

G. W. F.
	The Philosophy of History.  

New York: Dover, 1956.
	The easiest entry-point to Hegel’s system.


2. Dictionary

	OWL
	Inwood, 

M. J.
	A Hegel Dictionary.  

Oxford: Blackwell, 1992.
	Very useful


3. Introductions

	LS
	Author
	Title, Publisher, Year
	Comments

	
	Broad, C.D.
	Kant: An Introduction.  Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1978.
	

	
	Dunn, John
	Locke.  Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1984.
	Past Masters

	OWL
	Plant, Raymond.
	Hegel: An Introduction.  Oxford: Blackwell, 1983.
	

	
	Gardner, Sebastian
	Kant and the Critique of Pure Reason.

Routledge, 1999
	Routledge philosophy guidebooks

	
	Scruton, Roger
	Kant.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983.
	Past masters

	SL
	Singer, Peter.
	Hegel.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983.
	Past masters


4. Companions/Guidebooks

	LS
	Author
	Title, Publisher, Year
	Comments

	
	Beiser, Frederick C.
	The Cambridge Companion to Hegel.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.
	


5. Commentaries

	LS
	Author
	Title, Publisher, Year
	Comments

	
	Findlay, John Niemeyer.
	Hegel: A Re-examination.

London: Allen & Unwin, 1958 reprint 1970.
	

	
	Inwood, 

M. J.
	Hegel.  London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1983.
	

	OWL
	McCarney, Joseph
	Hegel on history.  London: Routledge, 2000.
	

	
	Stern, Robert.
	Hegel, Kant and the Structure of the Object.

London: Routledge, 1990.
	

	OWL
	Stern, Robert.
	Routledge philosophy guidebook to Hegel and the phenomenology of spirit. London; New York: Routledge, 2001.
	

	
	Taylor, Charles
	Hegel.  Cambridge [etc.]: Cambridge University Press, 1975.
	

	
	Taylor, Charles
	Hegel and Modern Society.  Cambridge [Eng.]; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1978.
	


6. Advanced Secondary Texts

	LS
	Author
	Title, Publisher, Year
	Comments

	
	Dunn, John
	The Political Thought of John Locke: An Historical Account of the Argument of the “Two Treatises of Government”.  London: CUP, 1969.
	Author of the Past Masters book on Locke.

	
	Kant, I.
	Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, On a Supposed Right to Lie Because of Philanthropic Concerns, Ellington, J.W. (trans.) Indianapolis: Hackett, 1993
	Also known as Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals

	
	Kant, Immanuel
	On History.  L.W. Beck (ed.); tr. Beck, Anchor and Fackenheim.  London: Collier Macmillan, 1963.  
	

	
	Lamb, David
	Language and Perception in Hegel and Wittgenstein. 

Amersham: Avebury Publishing Company, Aug. 1979.
	

	
	Lowith, Karl.
	From Hegel to Nietzsche: The Revolution in 19th Century Thought.  Constable, 1965.
	

	
	MacIntyre, Alasdair.
	Hegel: A Collection of Critical Essays.  Notre Dame [Ind.]: University of Notre Dame Press, 1976, c1972.
	

	
	Marcuse, Herbert.
	Reason and Revolution: Hegel and the Rise of Social Theory.  London: RKP, 1954.
	

	
	Popper, Karl
	The Open Society and its Enemies.  Two volumes.  London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1945.
	

	
	Riley, Patrick
	Will and Political Legitimacy: A Critical Exposition of Social Contract Theory in Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, and Hegel.  Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1982.
	

	
	Yovel, Yirmiahu
	Kant and the Philosophy of History.  Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, c1980.
	


7. Videos

	OWL
	 
	Bryan Magee talks to Peter Singer about Hegel and Marx Publisher: BBC, c1987.
	1 video cassette 

(40 min).


8. Internet Sites

	
	
	Hegel by HyperText  http://hegel.marxists.org/
	

	
	
	The Hegel Society of America  http://www.hegel.org/
	


Other Learning Resources

Material for this course, search engines such as the Philosopher’s Index, CD ROM databases such as the Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, and other links, can be found on the Philosophy intranet at the following address:

http://www.herts.ac.uk/humanities/philosophy/intranet
Assessment

Students will be assessed on their expected learning outcomes in the following ways:

* 40% coursework, comprising:

- one essay (2,000 words) @ 40%

* 60% examination, comprising:

- one two hour unseen examination @ 60%

To pass, students are expected to achieve a minimum overall average of E3 (36%) for the course.

Students are advised that their work will be penalised if it is over the word count by more than 10%.  In such cases, the mark will be lowered by 10%.  All essays must show evidence of individual thought and must have a complete bibliography, as specified in the Philosophy Subject Guide.  The Guide also contains advice on how to research and write essays.   
Essay Titles

You may choose a title from the following set of questions:

· What did Hegel mean by ‘formalism’?  How cogent is his criticism of it?

· “Humanity needed [gunpowder], and it made its appearance forthwith” (Philosophy of History, Part IV, Chapter III). Critically discuss.

· Critically discuss Hegel’s critique of Kant’s ‘bundle theory’ of empirical objects. 

· Discuss and assess Hegel’s critique of Spinoza.

· Is it plausible to suppose, as Hegel does, that the art, religion, politics and philosophy of a given era must all express the same ‘spirit of the age’?  What becomes of Hegel’s philosophy if this element is discarded?

· Nature, says Hegel, is “Spirit’s unconscious work”.  Is this consistent with his account of Spirit as “the We that is I”?

· Does Hegel’s distinction between pictorial and conceptual thinking have the significance he gives it?  

· How does the Individual differ from the Particular in Hegel’s logic?  Is this distinction tenable?

· What, according to Hegel, are the merits of the German language for philosophy?  Critically assess this view.

· What did Hegel admire in pre-Socratic Greek society?  Why did he think we cannot live as they did? Was he right?

· What is the significance for Hegel of the incarnation of Christ?  How tenable is this view?

· How effective is Hegel’s criticism of Kant’s ethics?

· To what extent is it possible to give a general account of ‘Hegel’s dialectical method’?

Deadlines

The deadline for submission of essays is Tuesday 25th March, 2003.

Students should also note that the Scheme deadline is Wednesday 7th May 2003.
Late Work

Coursework submitted without an extension within one week of the Course Submission Deadline will be awarded a maximum grade of D3 (40%).

Coursework received after one week of a Course Submission Deadline without an agreed extension or beyond an agreed extension deadline will be returned unmarked by the Humanities or Combined Studies Departmental Office.

Extensions to submission deadlines before the Departmental Deadline can be obtained from your Course Tutor.  After the Departmental Deadline, you must seek an extension from one of your Scheme Officers.
Plagiarism and Collusion

This course uses the following definitions of plagiarism and collusion (UPR 17.1, Appendix I, 1.2.7 vii and viii refer): 

a) plagiarism:

the representation of another person’s work as the student’s own, either by extensive unacknowledged quotation or paraphrasing or by direct copying of another person’s work;

b) collusion:

the representation by a student of work that he or she has undertaken jointly with one or more other person(s) as being his or her own work undertaken independently of the other person(s)

Plagiarism and collusion are serious offences and carry heavy penalties.  Details of these penalties and the procedure for addressing such offences are given in the University’s Policies and Regulations, UPR 11.1 C3.6.2 (accessible at http://wisdom.herts.ac.uk/upr/ or http://www.herts.ac.uk/secreg/upr/).

You must sign the statement at the top of the Assignment Appraisal Sheet concerning plagiarism and collusion before you hand in your essay.

Attendance

Students are expected to attend all time-tabled sessions.  If attendance falls below 75%, a student may be deemed to have failed the course.  Tutors may count late attendance as absence.  Employment is not an acceptable reason for absence.  It is your responsibility to ensure you have signed the attendance register to ensure your attendance is recorded.  Attendance on this course will be recorded on the following occasions: all seminar sessions, unless otherwise specified.

Should you have any queries or need any assistance with your work please do not hesitate to ask.
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